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Thoughts from the Chair

Remembering the Fallen

For Remembrance this year | am working with our local First School on a project
to research some of the former pupils of the school who died in the First World
War. | made the offer having seen the memorial board in main corridor and
thinking it would make a good project for some of the pupils. The staff have
welcomed the idea and the aim is for the Year 5 pupils to lead an assembly for
the school, using the information they can gather together. There are a few
Commonwealth War graves in our local churchyard; some are remembered on
other family gravestones; some have F== '
local roads named after them; and
they are all named on the village War
Memorial so there are plenty of
tangible points of reference, as well as
baptism registers, census returns and
the details of each serviceman !
included on the CWGC website so
there will be plenty to help the children
tell their stories. Unfortunately the
school records of the time are not available at the local archives but | think there
will be enough to keep them busy in their research and hopefully the project will
give their act of remembrance a more 'personal' element.

Our Shropshire Family History Hub has a section on War Memorials across the
county, and this is a project we are looking to expand and enhance in the coming
months. Some villages have undertaken some significant research into those
from the local area who made the ultimate sacrifice. Examples include: All
Stretton (https://allstrettonhistory.org.uk/historical-research/world-war-one/);
Church Stretton (https://cswwone2.wixsite.com/soldiers) and Loppington (http:
/loppingtonhistory.co.uk/) but | am sure there are more. We are also exploring
how we might be able to link into the Roll of Honour which was created at the
time of the centenary of the start of the First World War but which is not
currently accessible through their website and we will keep you updated as and
when we have more news on this.
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Our Talks Programme

| am pleased to say that Paul Quartermaine has stepped forward to take on the
role of Programme Secretary. He has been working hard over the last couple of
months to bring together the programme for the whole of the 2026-27 season of
talks. There are an interesting range of topics included and the first five are
detailed later in the Journal and are also listed on the website. We will add the
others in the coming months. As ever, if you have a suggestion for a future topic
or can recommend a good speaker please let Paul know as he is already looking
at the 2027-28 season and would welcome your ideas!! Thanks Paul.

Also, don't forget that we have an archive of talks available on the website
(subject to permission given by the speaker), dating back to the autumn of 2020
when we started using Zoom.

A House Through Time

Have you been watching the latest series of A House Through Time on the BBC,
presented by David Olusoga? Focusing on an eighteenth century house in
Edinburgh it explores a world of history and secret lives within the walls of one
house. It is definitely on my 'to watch' list.

At Snowshill Manor in Gloucestershire, where | volunteer, the last owner of the
house, before the National Trust, undertook research of the history of the
property and created heraldic shields for each owner which are now displayed as
a timeline around one of the rooms. Your research might not lead to something
quite so elaborate and may not include King Henry VIII as one of the 'owners' but
I have no doubt will reveal some interesting details.

A chance encounter last week when we visited Shrewsbury Abbey has resulted
in one of the volunteers sharing their house history research of a property in
Whitehall Terrace, Shrewsbury which we will look to include on the Hub.

Perhaps you have researched the history of your own property or that of one of
your ancestors. Reg and Ruth Wilford have, and you can find a recording of the
talk they gave about it, A History of Wrekin Villa, on the website. If you are
thinking about a similar research project or are already working on a 'one-place
study' don't forget 'All About That Place 2026', the free virtual event organised
by the Society of Genealogists, taking place between 7-16 October.

Karen Hunter, Chair chair@sfhs.org.uk
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Talking Family History LIVE - Autumn 2026
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The programme for the day includes three really interesting talks and below is
some more information on each of these and the speakers.

Dr Mike Jenkins - The History of Medicine

Exploring the origins and evolution of medicine and the health challenges
experienced by our ancestors as well as the innovations that have supported and
led to modern medicine.

Dr Mike Jenkins- a hospital doctor and G.P. of 40 years who is now a keen
amateur historian.

Dorothy Nicolle — “Don’t you know there’s a war on? — Shropshire in the
Second World War”.

Although miles from any front line the war came to Shropshire too. The talk
includes evacuees, the way the whole county served as a storage depot for
anything from food to ammunition etc, the work force (who were largely
women), hospitals, rationing and the lead up to D Day

Dorothy Nicolle has been a Blue Badge Guide for over 20 years and shares her
love of history and Shropshire with guided tours and talks. Some years ago she
was asked to write a book on Shropshire for the Francis Frith Book Company and
has now written over 30 books altogether - all of them dealing with local and
general history subjects.

Church Stretton Local History Group — ‘Could be worse’

In 2021, members of the Group researched the inmates, vagrants and three staff
members who were in the Church Stretton Union Workhouse on the evening of
the census of 3 April 1881. They traced their lives, the reasons they were in there
and the life they led once inside creating a biography for each person. This talk
includes some of the stories they uncovered.

The Church Stretton History Group holds regular talks and also undertake
research which can be as part of a group project such as the 1881 census or
member’s own research. They welcome new research articles from both
members and non-members willing to share their work

We look forward to seeing you if you can join us and do invite others who might
be interested. It is free to attend - just bring your own picnic and a mug.

Jane Wilcox 7853, Dawn Blundell 4669, and Pauline Maguire 7517
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The Duncalfes, the Pickens and
Chappel House Farm

Whenever | go to the garden centre in Albrighton | always
look out for the sign for ‘Chappel House Farm’. It’s just past it
on the opposite side of the road.

‘.."i'lalil'up.;-!

louse

My great grandmother’s family (DUNCALFE) lived there from
about 1850, when it was a big farm. | always wondered how Farm
they came to be there, so | did some research and found how
the Duncalfes were connected to the Pickens, who were the
original owners of the farm.

Chappel House Farm was built following the Enclosure Acts in
about 1780. It was named after the Rev John Chappel-Woodhouse, vicar at St.
Cuthbert’s, Donington from 1772 to 1834. It is mentioned in the parish records
in 1792.

My 4x great grandfather Richard DUNCALFE of Tong died in 1789 and his wife
Sarah very shortly afterwards. In Richard’s will, his friend John Picken, of Chappel
House Farm, Donington, was named as executor. At the time of their death, their
son John DUNCALFE was only about 14 years old (b 1775). It is reasonable to
suppose that John Picken played some part in the young boy’s upbringing.

In 1792 John PICKEN died, and Chappel House Farm passed to his son William. In
1796 John Duncalfe married William’s sister Ann Picken and they went to live in
Honington Grange, Lilleshall. John leased a farm from the Duke of Sutherland.
John and Ann’s son John (b 1799) helped William Picken at Chappel House Farm.
They are both there on 1841 Census with William’s elderly housekeeper.

William Picken’s brother George also had a farm at Tettenhall, near
Wolverhampton and in 1841 another of John and Ann Duncalfe’s sons - Henry,
was with him there. When George Picken died in 1844, Henry Duncalfe remained
at the farm, firstly helping George’s widow, then he remained there with his own
family until his death in 1886.

When William Picken died in 1849, he left a huge estate. As well as Chappel
House Farm, he owned a farm in Pattingham and several houses in Albrighton. In
addition, he was very wealthy, having money and many investments. Apart from
money left in trust for some other nieces and nephews and his old housekeeper,
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all his estate was left to his nephews, the sons of John Duncalfe and wife Ann
(Picken) — namely Richard, George Humphrey and Thomas. John, who had helped
him on the farm had died in 1846, just months after his father’s death.

Richard would not have wanted to take on the farm at Chappel House as he had
inherited the lease of his father’s farm at Honington Grange. Henry was already
farming at Tettenhall. George Humphrey Duncalfe was a successful surgeon with
a practice in Newport and Thomas was a veterinary surgeon, chemist and
druggist also in Newport. (He later emigrated to America and died in
Pennsylvania in 1863.)

Their younger brother — my great, great grandfather
William Duncalfe (b 1810) was learning to be a
farmer. He married Ellen (Eleanor) Hammond (image
to the right) in Llangedwyn in 1837. In the 1841
Census he was working on a farm in Llanfair
Waterdine, whilst Ellen was living with her mother
and sisters at Llangedwyn Hall, Denbighshire. Their
first three children were born in Wales. Two children
were then born in Sutton Coldfield where William
was working as a Bailiff. By the time their son Harry
was born in 1848 the family were living in Donington. They may have already
been living at Chappel House Farm, as William Picken had moved to his smaller
farm in Pattingham prior to his death.

By the 1851 Census the family were definitely resident at Chappel House Farm,
together with several farm workers and house servants. William Duncalfe (image
to the left) is mentioned in several gazetteers as
being farmer and bailiff resident there. The
inventory of his estate following his death in 1870
shows that the farm was very large and successful.
He had about 235 acres of land, some arable land
with various crops, large herds of livestock
including many horses, and a brew house, and
good quality furniture and possessions. He left an
estate valued at £2000 to his wife Ellen.

By 1881 Chappel House Farm had been sold (to a
William Dimelow) and Ellen had gone to live with
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her son Harry and his family at their farm in Beckbury. Her unmarried son George
Cheveley, a coal merchant, who had been living at Chappel House with her, was
lodging in Albrighton. When Ellen died in 1888, she only left an estate of £50.

William and Ellen Duncalfe had eight children, Ann, John, William Picken, George
Cheveley, Ellen, Harry, Betsy and Isabelle Harriet (my great grandmother).

Ann married Richard Meanley, a farmer, and lived in Norton Canes, Cannock.

John was a horse breaker by trade. He married Elizabeth Hollis. In 1861, however,
he was the publican of the Bush Inn at Tong. This had changed by the next
census. They remained local to Donington, living at Boningale, Codsall and
Albrighton, where he died in 1888.

William Picken was a chemist and druggist. He married Caroline Moth and lived
in Gnosall. The family emigrated to Canada in 1887. He had a chemist’s shop in
Manitoba.

George Cheveley, as stated earlier, was a coal merchant in Albrighton. He never
married. He filed for bankruptcy in December 1870, but this was annulled six
months later as his creditors were paid off, perhaps by his mother after inheriting
his father’s money!

Ellen married John Callow Morris, a grocer who had a shop in Kinver. By the 1901
census they had retired from the grocery trade, and he was now a farmer living
at Ryton Farm, Ryton near Shifnal. (His father had been a farmer.)

Harry was a farmer and bailiff like his father. He married Elizabeth Fox. They lived
at the Farm House in Beckbury. After his mother died in 1888 the family
emigrated to Manitoba Canada.

Betsy married Frederick Holloway, a bank clerk and they lived in Balsall Heath.

Isabelle Harriet was my great grandmother. She married Richard Bailey, an Inland
Revenue/Excise Officer from Mountmellick, Southern Ireland. They went to live
in Edinburgh, 16 Caledonian Place. My grandfather William Bailey was born here
in 1884. Richard Bailey committed suicide in 1885. | can’t trace the family on the
1891 Census, but by 1901 Isabelle and son William were living in Wellington.
William went on to marry Ethel Poole, my grandmother, and, as they say, the rest
is history!

Gill Lewis 7635
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A trip down memory lane!

When Michael and | travelled up for the TFH LIVE event in May we took a detour
into Albrighton, and, for me, a trip down memory lane. In the late 1950s until
about 1964 my great-grandparents, Herbert and Lucy Fothergill, were living at 27
Lyncroft, which | could remember visiting as a little girl. It was a small bungalow
with a small 'range' in the front room where food could be cooked and the kettle
boiled; a dresser in the room with handles on that | could 'rattle'; and in the
bedroom immediately off the main room was a tall cupboard on which was kept
the glass syringes and other 'paraphanalia’ for my great-grandfather's insulin
injections, which were administered by the District Nurse. Bear in mind that | was
no more than six years old when we were visiting but | had already made up my
mind that | was going to be a nurse when | grew up, so | would watch very closely
while these injections were being given, such that at one time the nurse
suggested | could almost give one myself!

So we went to see, and on arriving there were two gentlemen talking in the
garden so | approached to explain why | was staring at the bungalow. The
resident of No. 27 very kindly invited us in to have a look. As you might expect it
had been changed significantly, with a smart kitchen and internal bathroom
created at the back, but the main room and bedroom at the front of the
housewere essentially unchanged, although the old 'range' had been removed
and the space boarded up. Yet, standing in these rooms | could still sense the
presence of my great-grandparents and picture the rooms exactly as they had
been more than 60 years before! | had not expected quite such a viceral feeling
of the connection with the past, but it was wonderful.

And, with the owner's
permission, we  got a
photograph of me in the front
garden, which can sit alongside
tthe one | have with my great-
grandmother (on the left)
standing in the doorway back
in the early 1960s. It looked so
different, yet just the same!

Karen Hunter 7646
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From the Society's Journal - 40 Years On

The Editor, Vera Raxster, opened the September 1986 Journal with a word of
thanks for the support given to her during her first year in office and suggested
that she would like to try a ‘Members Query Page’, limited to 30 words to enable
members to share their Family History questions.

The AGM of the SFHS was planned to be held at the Shrewsbury Gateway.
Members were encouraged to bring along their family trees and photographs to
share with other members.

Mr. Tremlett from Wellington told a story of how a letter from a cousin in Canada
and a casual conversation on holiday in France led him to discover that his
surname dated back to the Normans and a Coat of Arms.

The Society of Genealogists, working in consultation with the Family History
Federation, were conducting a survey designed to identify computer equipment
and software currently being used by family historians. In particular this meant
‘liaising with the Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints and the mass of
privately held computerised family history data’. It would seem that the race to
centralise the sharing (and control? -my question) of family history material had
begun.

Mrs. J. Hughes was wanting to remember the tragic loss of 28 workers (all
named) at the Coalport Porcelain Works in 1799 when their ferry capsized.

A 19" century story reported that ‘When Alderman Cross, the newly elected
Mayor, took his seat at the Borough Police Court, Margaret Lawless, charged
with being drunk and riotous was told by a smiling Mayor that she was free to go,
as it was a rule that he should release the first case of drunkenness brought
before him'.

A useful article explained the value and importance of Church Courts and how
they dealt with many the aspects of 15-19% century life. It was reported that the
records ‘currently exist in the form of the ‘Court Act Books'.

Member 130, Joyce Simpson reported that ‘we had been recording M.l.s in a
large city cemetery, no longer in use and rather overgrown with grass to your
knees, so we were well equipped with shovels and knives, and were all stood in a
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group having a well earned cup of tea when the Police arrived. Someone had
reported we were having a black mass in the graveyard!!

An extract from the ‘Family Historian Enquire Within’ by F.C. Markwell informed
readers that there were 40 living descendants of Henry VIII. The USA group called
‘Descendants of the lllegitimate sons and daughters of Henry VIII' claimed there
were 250 descendants in USA..

Four pages were taken up with the books kept in the SFHS library. Do we still have
them?

The Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies was offering four residential
courses designed to help people with their family history and/or heraldry.

Mrs. P. Woodward provided a whole page of unfortunate deaths extracted from
High Ercall records from 1591 to 1714. They included a Raph Lawnes by
misfortune of water at Acoll Mill, John Pritchard killed making a barn, Edward
Phllips who lived in the church yard, Anne Besford who killed herself with a knife,
Thomas Floyd, Welchman who hung himself, and Marie Williams who drowned
by mishap. There was also Thomas Goughs, one of six men of the Parish above a
hundred years old.

Reg Wilford 5564

Editor: Yes Reg, we do still have a library of
books, stored at Cross Houses, and the
catalogue can be viewed on the Members
Only section of the website. Access to the
Library is not easy as we no longer meet
every month but they can be accessed/
borrowed at our Talking Family History
LIVE events, with the next one taking place
on 3 October this year (see page 113 for
details). If you do want to borrow
something at the next event please contact
Graham  Moore in  advance at
library@sfhs.org.uk with the details.
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Thomas Jackson's Snuff Box

Thomas Jackson is my three times great grandfather. | have traced his life
through the usual documents and built up a picture of him along the way.

He was born in Maer, Staffordshire, just over the north Shropshire border. He was
the eldest of five children that | know of, and his parents were John Jackson and
Elizabeth nee Cotton. He was born in 1824 and baptised on the 24 March that
same year in Maer. In 1841 he is living and working in Mucklestone, Staffordshire
and it is here he meets his future wife.

Thomas and Caroline Craddock were married in Newcastle Under Lyme in
December 1841, and they settle down to married life in his wife home town of
Market Drayton. On the 1851 census they are recorded living in The Tanyards,
Market Drayton. They have a family of seven —4 girls and 3 boys. Although their
first child Mary Ann is born in Maer the others are all born in Market Drayton
from 1849 onwards. Sadly, they lose their first son Frederick James as a baby in
1855.

Thomas and Caroline live their whole married life in Market Drayton. They are
recorded here on every census from 1851 through to 1881. Caroline died in 1884
at the age of 66 and at the time of her death they were living in New Road,
Market Drayton.

When the 1891 census was taken, | found that Thomas had left Market Drayton
and had gone to live with his youngest child in Stoke on Trent. John Jackson is
living here with his wife Elizabeth. Thomas is shown on the 1891 census as part
of the family and his occupation is Agricultural Labourer, something he has done
all his working life, just the odd variation in his job description from Labourer,
General Labourer to Agricultural Labourer.

After this Thomas disappears. | have not found him on the 1901 census and as
yet | have not found his death, although | think he stayed with his son in Stoke on
Trent.

From all this Thomas comes across as a hardworking family man, the husband of
Caroline and father to seven children. However, | was recently given a real and
tangible article from his life — a brass snuff box. This has come down to me
through his wife’s side of the family, and it is lovely to have. And it’s clearly his as
someone, possibly Thomas himself, has engraved his name and his home town
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across the front of the
box - T. Jackson WMarke+
Prayton. There are
actually two of these
boxes, but the other one
is plain. This little box is
lovely to have, and after
all the paper documents
that we use to build up
the story of an
ancestor’s life, to have
something that they used, carried in their coat pocket and took enough care to
engrave their name on it, helps to add to their story and bring to it that little bit
of extra detail.

If anyone reading this knows where Thomas Jackson died or anything else about
him, please get in touch, it would be great to finish his story.

Clare Brown 7718 clarebrownfamilyhistory@gmail.com

Ancestors in Numbers!

I'm sure many of you will be familiar with the numbers of direct line ancestors
we all have, each of whom will have had some impact on our own lives!

2 parents - 4 grandparents - 8 great-grandparents - 16 great great grandparents -
32 great-great great grandparents - 64 great great great great grandparents - etc!

But | wonder how many of them you have identified and have robust evidence to
demonstrate/prove the links?

| have confidence in three of my four grandparents (I know the parents of one but
not which child it is!!), and all of my great and great great grandparents but then
it gets a little more uncertain. However | will keep searching, time permitting, to
see if | can resolve those uncertainties, or if, like many family historians, some of
my past remains unclear. DNA testing can help, it certainly has in my case, but
even then it can leave us with some unanswered questions.

Karen Hunter 7646
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Read all about it! - using newspapers to bring
ancestors to life

Review of talk by Dave Annal on 16 June 2026

There has been a huge increase over the past few decades to researching
ancestors, but records alone don’t put ‘meat on the bone’ and we rarely discover
anything about their characters. But newspapers, especially local ones, can give
important details.

The speaker initially summarised the history of newspapers. They first appeared
in the 17* century, but they were very much centred on London news, with very
little local news. The first was the Norwich Post in 1701, followed by the
Edinburgh Courantin 1705. Examples showed they copied the London news with
very little local news.

anrem—
- Lessse. i g b st
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Image: Title page of the Norfolk or Norwich Chronlcle 1776 Brltlsh Newspaper Archlve

In 1712, a stamp duty of 1 penny per sheet (1 halfpenny for a % sheet) was
imposed, which made printing costs rise, and is blamed for a decline in local
newspapers. Without it we could have had excellent 18" century newspaper
records! The speaker showed several examples of front pages where the taxation
stamp could be seen (not always clearly!). By the mid-18t century, there were
>7million newspaper units being purchased in Britain. There was a campaign to
have the stamp duty revoked, and in 1836 it was reduced and finally abolished
in 1855 under the Newspaper Act. Without the tax, local papers started to print
local news. The earliest local newspapers had four pages, but that was soon
increased to eight and even small towns could support many titles. The speaker
mentioned several including Macclesfield (Cheshire) which had seven or eight
simultaneously.
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What do newspapers contain? The speaker quoted the (now infamous) line from
the defunct News of the World that “all the world is there”. Newspapers started
to report on a whole host of diverse local matters: criminal trials, coroners’
reports, workplace accidents, lives lost at sea, school prizes to name a few.
Personal names sold newspapers, so reports on those winning prizes at
agricultural shows, or cricket matches, school prizes etc, were usually reported.
Most genealogists will be familiar with the births, marriages and deaths (BMDs)
columns which often contain family details, while obituaries of local politicians or
local workers, and reports of their funerals often contain familial details. In the
20" century, there were more reports of local weddings, often with pictures.

What of the layout of newspapers? Victorian editions almost always filled the
front page with adverts for almost everything, and few would be complete
without medical remedies of some (?all) kinds. The speaker showed how the text
was very dense, and tedious on the eyes. Eight-page editions had more room but
still had few illustrations. The Illustrated London News, started in 1842, was one
of the first to have regular woodcut illustrations.

The best site for accessing newspapers is probably the British Library’s British
Newspaper Archive (BNA), which to date has about 100 million pages on-line!!
(BNA is a subscription site although they have a large number of pages free to
view.) The Findmypast (FMP) website shares the archive but has a different type
of search engine. Anyone who has searched the BNA archive will be familiar with
the ‘gobbldeygook’ precis of found articles. The speaker showed an example,
then showed where on the page each section had been plucked from, and how
scattered they are across the page. The FMP website uses a different scanning
method to reduce this.

.. §.C O T LIA“N®D: rvom the Edinburgh Courant, Déc. 25. ~. To the
Piblifer. ' The followirig Linesbeing calculate wit] i View to' ferve the
Publicy your givin| )g P s L YT ey Tl a 2 }{fimrfipflé‘giqfi‘wchm’r&fi swill
obligg flgm“ 1 e NERLRL D 4 4:- clttvrir ...

Edinburgh Courant Friday 11 January 1754

Above is an example of the ‘gobbledegook’ generated when searching for reports
in the British Newspaper Archive (* see note at end).

A growing number of search sites are free to use. The best for the UK is The
British Newspaper Archive which also has some Irish titles. Records covering
Wales are almost all free to use on-line thanks to the National Library of Wales
(https://newspapers.library.wales/). For Irish ancestors, Irish Newspaper
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Archives https://www.irishnewsarchive.com/) is good, and for US and Canadian
relatives, Newspapers.com is recommended. For Australian records, Trove is
excellent and is free to use. But don’t forget your local library as they are likely to
have full copies of local newspapers.

He pointed out that all websites rely on Optical Character Recognition (OCR) to
digitise archives, and this has advantages and disadvantages. Without it the
available archive would be much smaller, but older text is often not very clear. Be
aware of the use of extended ‘f’s for the letter ‘s’ in older text.

To search we can either focus on a particular event, or use a ‘scattergun’
approach, putting in a name and seeing what is revealed. He also suggested
being flexible with names, e.g. John may appear as John, Jon, Jno etc.

For the second part of the talk, the speaker used an illustrated example of James
Dobson GRAVESON, born in 1839 in Westmorland, one of his wife’s ancestors,
and showed by many newspaper cuttings just how much detail of his life can be
gleaned.

Following an enjoyable talk, there were a few comments but no direct questions.

Reviewer’s note: | wanted to add an example of the ‘gobbledegook’ generated
when searching the BNA for articles which | have seen many times and managed
to quickly save the one above. Before this review was written, | had to renew my
subscription, and when | made cursory checks, | couldn’t find any. Does this mean
that BNA has updated its equipment?

Peter Tandy 7709

Editor: From reviewing this site it does appear that some of the ‘gobbledegook’
has been replaced, both on the British Newspaper Archive (BNA) and FMP.

| wonder if any of our members have tried out the updated BNA website? | have
heard mixed reviews of it so far and it would be interested to hear what your
thoughts might be or if you have any helpful tips for others when using it.

I have to admit that, as | have a subscription to Findmypast | tend to use that to
access Newspapers rather than take out a further subscription to the BNA.
However the BNA does also have a number of 'free to access' pages so it is always
worth a look.

Also, don't forget that a number of local councils in England (sorry but not sure
about other parts of Britain) do provide free access to the BNA via their Libraries
so it is always checking that out.
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The great Rowton event of 1876...and 2026!

Part 1-1876

Rowton is a tiny Shropshire village about 10 miles NW of Wellington, Telford. At
around 3.40pm on 20 April 1876, workers in the fields witnessed a unique event.
This was the fall of the only known iron meteorite in England. The iron, about the
size of a large grapefruit and weighing about 7% pounds is said to have buried
itself to a depth of c. 15” in the soil. On alerting the tenant farmer, who probed
the hole with his stick until it would go no further, it was dug out. The meteorite
would pass through a number of hands fairly rapidly, until it was sent to the
Keeper of Minerals at the British Museum, London, where a section of it was cut
off and the surface polished. This showed a criss-cross pattern (known as the
Widmanstaetten pattern) characteristic of iron meteorites.

A typical Widmanstaetten pattern in an iron

Meteorite (Wikipedia under CC licence) The Rowton meteorite (author’s photo)

At the time of the fall, meteorites (or aerolites as they were then called) were
barely understood. Theories of their origin varied from material ejected from
volcanic eruptions, to volcanic dust in the atmosphere, coalesced by lightning.
The notion that they originated from beyond Earth’s atmosphere was hard to
imagine and not really believed.
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The land on which it fell, quite close to the (now closed) Wellington to Market
Drayton railway line, was owned by Harry VANE (1803-1891), the 4™ Duke of
Cleveland. He is said to have owned 25,604 acres in Shropshire alone and was the
biggest landowner in Britain. The meteorite was excavated by farm worker
George Francis BROOKES. He was born in 1851 in Much Wenlock, the son of John
BROOKES and Frances GROVES who were married on 29 June 1850 at St Phillips
Church, Birmingham.

The BROOKES family

The BROOKES family had been farming in the area for decades. John BROOKES
may have been baptised in 1804 at St Phillips Church, Birmingham, (the Register
is unclear) the son of John and Mary BROOKES. By 1841, he was living at Bourton
Hall, just SW of Much Wenlock. John BROOKES married Frances GROVES from
Spoonhil near Bourton, on 28 June 1850, at St Phillips Church, Birmingham; he
was 20 years her senior. By 1851 he was farming 450 acres and employing eight
men in Bourton (given as Burton in the census), Frances also lived there with her
parents, Samuel, a carpenter and Elizabeth. By 1861 John and Frances had
moved to Rowton where he farmed 310 acres and employed seven labourers and
a boy. They also then had four children, George Francis (bn. 1851), Fanny (1855),
Emma (1857), and John (1860), living with Samuel GROVES as a visitor. Emma
appears in the 1871 census, as a pupil (age 13) at an all-girls school at ‘Rose Villa’,
King Street, Wellington. The school (not otherwise named) had 27 pupils, mostly
from Shropshire, but also from Wiltshire, London, Lancashire, Birmingham and
Wolverhampton, Gloucestershire, plus individuals from Scotland and Ireland.
Music and French appear to be the taught subjects.

John BROOKES died in 1863 (the National Probate Calendar gives the date as 2
July), leaving Frances to manage the farm (and its workers), and her children. On
18 May 1867 Frances married Thomas BAILEY (43), son of a shepherd. Oddly, this
was also done at St Phillips Church, but in Liverpool and it’s not clear why
Salopians living in Shropshire went that far away. Also, the marriage register
document says they both lived at 4 Seymore (?) Street (Liverpool presumably).
Was it just co-incidence that both churches were dedicated to the same saint?
They settled again to farming 300 acres at High Ercall. Thomas and Frances
continued to farm there until at least 1881. A year later, George Francis BROOKES
married Elizabeth ADNEY but two years later, Thomas, his step-father, died aged
59. It’s believed George lived and farmed at Rowton, until about 1889, as his first
four children [John (1883), Emma (1884), Henry (1886), Ellen (1887)] were born

Page 124 Shropshire Family History Society - September 2026



in High Ercall, but Margaret (1889) and George Adney (1891) were born in
Shawbury and by 1891, he was farming there.

By 1901, they had moved again and were farming at High Offley (Staffordshire)
while another child, Beatrice (1892) had been added. George Francis BROOKES
who is credited with digging up the meteorite, finally moved back to Wellington,
living in Heygate Road, and acting as a farm bailiff. After retirement he lived at
Tan Bank, Wellington and died there in 1937 and is buried in Wellington
cemetery.

The meteorite goes to London

And what of the meteorite? Mervyn Herbert Neville Story-Maskelyne had been
appointed Keeper of Minerals at the British Museum, in 1857, with a remit to
improve the meteorite collection. Mention of the fall came via fossil and mineral
collector Spencer G. Percival (1838-1922), the grandson of Spencer Percival,
British Prime Minister who was assassinated in 1812. Initially, for an unknown
reason, the meteorite was passed to Arthur Winkler Wills (1833-1903), the
President of the Birmingham Natural History and Microscopical Society. Why a
Shropshire meteorite should be examined in Birmingham isn’t known unless
Shropshire was too rural for anyone there to understand them; Birmingham was
more academically advanced. Wills was a graduate chemist, and in 1876 was in
partnership with Francis Davis Gibbons, a Wolverhampton-born manufacturing
chemist, producing artificial fertiliser. Gibbons was also a city council alderman
who eventually became Mayor of Wolverhampton and was involved with St
Peter’s Church there. Consequently, he briefly borrowed the meteorite to exhibit
it at a bazaar to raise funds for the church!

Following this the meteorite was passed to Samuel Harding Ashdown (1816-
1892) the land agent to the Duke of Cleveland. Ashdown lived in Uppington and
had succeeded his father as land agent. After a request by Story-Maskelyne, he
negotiated with the Duke to allow it to be added to the National Collection, and
it was duly despatched by rail in June 1876. Ashdown died on 20 December 1892
in the Atcham district, and was buried at Uppington churchyard. He had been the
agent for 47 years and was in turn succeeded by his son.

Once in London a plaster cast was made, then about 250 gms was cut off for
research and specimen exchange. The polished surface showed the typical criss-
cross Widmanstaetten pattern of an iron meteorite confirming its space origin.
Small pieces were exchanged with collectors and institutions in London, France,
Germany, Sweden, Russia, and the USA, and these have been mostly traced.
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...events in 2026

The author realised that 2026 would mark the 150" anniversary of the fall, and
thought it would be good for this to be marked with some kind of monument.
There are three monuments in England to meteorite falls, one for the Wold
Cottage or Wold Newton (near Scarborough) fall of 1795 (England’s largest single
piece meteorite), one at Barwell (Leicestershire) (England’s heaviest fall, c. 44kg)
for the 1965 fall, and one recently (2022) at Ashdon (Essex) for the 1923 fall.

After initial thoughts of a grand monument (as at Wold Cottage), it was gradually
reduced to a public information panel. The date was set for exactly 150 years
after the event, and at the same time. About 60 people, from local villages and
councils, as well as a few meteorite collectors and scientists, gathered for the
unveiling. After a few short speeches, this was performed graciously by the King’s
Representative for Shropshire, Anna Turner, JP. The local Rowton brewery (now
located in Wellington) celebrated by brewing a special ale (called ‘1876’) for the
occasion, and brought a few polypins to the unveiling. Alas, the brewery doesn’t
bottle it, so if you want to sample it, you will have to go to Wellington. All agreed
it had been a fine day but sadly, while we managed to replicate the exact day 150
years ago, and the same time of day, we were unable to control the weather.
Instead of blustery conditions and rain showers as it was in 1876, we had to make
do with blue sky, warm sunshine, and some cloud. Well, you can’t win them all!!

Peter Tandy 7709

The information panel erected on the 150th Peter and friend (Gerald Lucy) examining

anniversary of the fall of the meteorite. More the grave in Wellington cemetery of the
information can be found at https:// man who dug up the meteorite (George
ercallmagnaparishcouncil.gov.uk/rowton- Francis BROOKES)
meteorite
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Research into the Memories of War

T

Research into the Memories of War in a small market town leads

#
W'l to unexpected benefits from the supporting IT Development.

As Wem Civic Society we are concerned with ‘Respecting our
W E M History, Designing our Future’, and that involves ‘heritage’
Sl meaning more than just ‘physical heritage’ — it should include
the people and stories that define our community. To this end, the project, Wem:
Memories of War (WWI and WWII), was designed to produce a website, a book,
and QR Trail based on research carried out by the Society. Major funding was
essential — the small local grant-giving bodies would not be able to cover the
estimated costs. This is where The National Lottery Heritage Fund came in. The
Society cannot praise the organisation sufficiently for their support both during
the grant application and the project itself.

Priority was to be given initially to archival research and the building of the
website. The thrust of the work was to be through the stories of people who lived
during those times. The two-minute silence observed on Remembrance Day is
composed of one minute for the fallen, and a second minute for those who also
served but survived. Research would cover both groups in line with the views of
many Wemians. The Home Front would be included. We realised that this would
cover a considerable area, but the decision was to ‘go for it’ but to set a deadline
halfway through the project, when emphasis would be placed on ‘memory
catching’ and the publication of the book.

It was anticipated that a major problem would be ‘mission creep’, with a desire
to include topics that were valid for research but outside the agreed criteria for
the project. A number of areas were raised for late inclusion, but the original
guidelines were accepted with good grace.

A small team of researchers was brought together; most would concentrate on
searching of ‘Ancestry’, ‘British Newspaper Archive’ and ‘Forces War Records’.
Initial training, using ‘difficult’ worked examples, was carried out.

In order to ensure the website met the specific requirements we employed a
website designer. Developed for the society, the system was to make local
heritage more accessible to residents, families, historians, schools, and
researchers. Through carefully curated archives, visitors would be able to search
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and learn about the lives, service, and sacrifices of men and women connected
to Wem during WWI and WWII. The platform includes military records,
photographs, memorial references, family histories, and contextual information
that helps bring individual stories to life.

Good system analysis at this point was essential, or the society might have ended
with a system that we wanted but not one that was compatible with the needs
of younger generations. A requirement was that there would be multiple access
points so that users with limited data or training would be able retrieve the
information required. High priority was given to the accessibility of the website:
making content easy to read, keeping interactions simple, and building an
intuitive system.

The society planned for a stand-alone system but given that there are other
projects in the pipe-line it was more sensible to design a system, which would
host a stable of projects. The home page is shown below and the website can be
accessed at https://www.wemcs.org.uk.

= " -
Following the Wem: Memories of War tab takes you to the following
opportunities:

Search for individuals who died. A majority of Wemians enlisted in the army —a
search on the local regiment, KSLI, brings up 44 results at the moment;

Find details of locations, cemeteries and memorials. A search on Menin Gate
provides a list of Wem servicemen commemorated: Bromley, Howard John;
Cartright, Alfred; Jarman, Joseph; Lloyd, Percy Ernest Kinsey; Smith, George
Josiah; Williams, Thomas Richard; Wright, John; Wycherley, Fred Cecil. There is
also background on individual memorials and the campaigns associated with
them.
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Discover more about objects and artefacts that tell some of the stories,
including banners and rolls of honour. ‘The Martyr's Print’ gives access to data
about the airmen killed in The Great Escape. The image is of The Martyr's Print
(Stalag Luft Ill), which shows the memorial built by POWSs of that camp. The
surround is made of images of the pilots who were killed, including Cyril Swain
from Wem. This roll of honour is in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Wem and was
presented to Wem by the Canadian PoW Association. The escape took place in
March 1944. There is also a PDF listing the airman killed and an image of one of
the commemorations that are held on significant anniversaries of Cyril Swain’s
death.

A section for memories, to include snatches of Reminiscence sessions. The
system allows the uploading of video and music, as well as images. For example:
The meat that had no name: WWII sausages consisted of rusk/rusk/rusk/meat/
rusk/rusk/rusk. One week, the butcher had no meat. Some of the Gls from the
US Camp, who had been helping out in the shop, came to the rescue, and Wem
had ‘sausages’.

The research has resulted in numerous community contact. Our strategy has
become increasingly adaptive. Little thought had been given to PoWs as a group
until Wemians asked that their relative’s stories as PoWs should be included.

There is still a lot of work required — re-editing data and refining images to say the
least. As ever with such research, we wished that we had started earlier. The
comment from one Wemian sums it up, “I have no-one left to ask about that
generation and no mementos are left”. The project has had a significant impact
on the society’s mindset. The system analysis carried out by the website
developer showed us the crucial difference between what we wanted and what
the society, and wider community, needed. Pivoting approach and material to a
younger and ‘digital generation’ has been a steep learning curve, and one that
has benefitted us within the wider society.

The Society thanks The National Lottery Heritage Fund and the National Lottery
players for their support; they will allow vital records and memories to be
preserved and made available to the wider community. The National Lottery
Heritage Fund https://www.heritagefund.org.uk

For more information, please contact Shelagh Richardson, Chair, Wem Civic
Society wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk
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From a Postage Stamp to a Mobile Phone

or ‘How communication has reversed in a lifetime’

| was in hospital after an operation for a new ankle last year. After | recovered, |
reached for a mobile phone to send a message to my family to say that my
operation was complete and | was ready to receive visitors.

When | told my grand-daughter that my mother couldn’t have done that she said,
'Why, what do you mean?' She was staggered to hear that ‘such instant
communication would have been impossible when | was growing up’.

| went on to tell her that when | was aged seven in an isolation hospital with
scarlet fever in 1946, | had no communication with my parents. She was
horrified. 'Didn’t they let you talk on your mobile?', came the innocent question.
She found it hard to believe that we had no telephone in our house when | was a
child, let alone any means of direct communication.

| had to tell her that the only telephone conversations that |;
could be made were from the local telephone box, some | p
quarter of a mile away and then only to people fortunate |. ¢
enough to have a telephone at home. | had to tell her that g
most communication was achieved through writing a letter,
which could be posted with a penny or two penny stamp and
would probably have been delivered the next day or even
the same day. That was especially true in Victorian times, proven by a postcard in
my wife’s collection where her grandfather sent a postcard in the morning to say
he would arrive home via the late afternoon train. The postcard was delivered by
a postman on a horse and her grandmother was there to meet him!

By contrast today, my wife recently received a letter concerning a hospital
appointment a week after the appointment was due and dated two weeks
earlier. Technology may have created instant communication on a mobile phone,
but it seems that we are far less efficient at delivering a simple letter. How things
have reversed in a lifetime!

Reg Wilford 5564
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Queries from the Helpdesk

A customer came in with the name CZEPUKOIJC, a polish name. His father was
released after the war, and he was checking on the names available. There were
212 instances on Ancestry all told. We gave him sites to look at and he went away
for further checking.

Another one was looking on the Ordnance Survey maps for Hadnall which was
over two maps but a better one showing a full map was in the green books. He
was after tythe maps as well, looking after ponds. He was also looking for the first
sermon at the Great Bolas church on 23 June 1728. We couldn’t find anything in
the archives but found a large account on the church itself on the Internet to
which he went away to go through.

We had a customer asking about families known to them, as it was found that
two on Free BMD had errors in names. Changes were sent via info and going to
“add a postem” in box below. errors in GRO would cost £92 to change!

Another customer was asking about Kingsland area to give a talk.

A lady came in asking about WILLIAM BARNES, born 1904. We had him in 1939
register from her information but could not find which one to go for as we did not
know parents or place of birth. No certificates. tried on free BMD, GRO, could not
find which one. Told her to find a marriage certificate of William (which we found
her the details). She could then get Dad and look in lower censuses. Learnt a new
village, Cotwell, where her family had a farm. Found to be only six miles from
mel!

A couple, with a large printed tree, were looking for JOSEPH BATHO who died in
1797! They also had an old book on the BATHOS of Tilstock. They produced a
probate of a Joseph BATHO in 1799, a paviour, who was in the Guild of Paviours*
in London. We unfortunately could not find the connection to the book, a copy
of which is in the Archives. There was a document at the National Archives, but
it could not be read online. It was suggested that they try our Forum for any other
help. | could not progress the search on Ancestry but later found a tree of Joseph
Batho, d1797, showing his wife Ann and children but no more.

We had a gentleman asking for a marriage certificate for a William ABBOTT born
1856 to a Harriet HOMER/LLOYD. This was quickly found in 1910 and details were
shared.
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A regular visitor was looking for a Joseph OSWELL, married to a Sarah INKLEN and
a Joseph to an Elizabeth STREPHAN/STEPHAN, born 1801. It was thought this one
was a China painter at Coalport. We did find an Elizabeth Stephan and one of the
family had a pub in the lost village called Werps**.

A couple from Connecticut USA who were looking to live eventually in Shropshire
had connections to Richard de SANDFORD (and other variations) in the 1200s,
most from Family Search! It was thought they could be related to the generations
who owned Sandford Hall in Whitchurch, built | believe in the 1720s. Thomas
SANDFORD was born 6 April 1597 in Essex but move to Connecticut. Thomas
appeared in US Family History Book and also the 1911 Sandford’s book by
Carlston Sandford and genealogy of Ohio of the Sandford family. This shows a
family tree of the Sandford’s of Essex.***

A lady from Devon was looking for a will of Cherles PRATT, born 1818, but it could
not be found. However he was identified in Kelly’s Directories as he was a
butcher in town.

There was also a couple of visitors looking for a butcher by the name of Arthur
WATERS born abt 1853, he had eight children, and came from a family of
butchers and lived at 86-87 Castle Foregate. Most of the family came from Castle
Acres, Norfolk. He was found in the electoral register and there was a will. (The
wills had been newly added to Ancestry.)

*The Worshipful Company of Paviours had records back to 1276 and being
responsible for regulating street paviours, road maintenance and labour
standards.

** The Werps was situated opposite the old Coalport China works and has been
swallowed up by Jackfield in the Broseley parish. It looks to be that the pub was
The General Gordon and one of the landlords was a Mr G. Stephan, his daughter
met tragedy in 1904 when burnt.

*** Sandford Family Papers are held at Shropshire Archives (https://www.
shropshirearchives.org.uk/collections/getrecord/CCA X8736)

The Helpdesk is now open on Wednesdays and Thursdays and the team is looking
for more volunteers to support the additional opening. If you could help, please
contact Gill Lewis — details at the back of the Journal.

Barry Deakin 4412
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Brewers and Bakers

| was fascinated by the talk by Mike Brown on the Brewing industry of Shropshire
and the fact that Bakers in the 1700s would have made beer as well. | had always
wondered why my ancestor Richard Marston who lived in Bishops Castle, in
Shropshire, as a Baker, also seemed to be a Brewer.

| followed up Mike’s talk and looked up how bread and beer were made at that
time and found this interesting explanation.

“Once upon a time, breweries and bakeries lived side-by-side harmoniously.
Brewers merrily went about their noble work, mashing, sparging,
fermenting. One blessed by-product of the process was a foam that frothily
formed on top of the fermenting liquor. The dusty baker from next door
would welcome consignments of this malty foam — barm — and use its
natural yeastiness to leaven his dough.”!!

In Richard Marston’s inventory written in 1754 | found he had a Mill room in
which he had a dressing mill, a malt mill, measures and grain in the Granary.

In the brew house he had one brass and
copper furnace and one boiler.

In the two cellars there was a stock of ale,
beer and cider worth £50 (£11,000 today!)

Stocks of wine, rum and spirits worth £10
Brewing tubs, coolers and other vessels.

Richard also had 2 mares and 1 horse, 1
cow, 1 heifer and 4 pigs.

Thank you Mike for stirring me into action.

Ruth Wilford 72

Image: Roberts' Three Tuns Brewery, Bishops Castle, taken
from Mike Brown's presentation - not Ruth's ancestor but
from the same place.
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SFH Hub Update
We invite you to drive down memory lane
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“I've got something for the Hub but don’t know where to start...”

Is this you? Have you been exploring the Shropshire Family History Hub and
thinking 'I've got some memories, knowledge or research but | don’t know where
to start'.

Well, you’re not alone and several members have been in touch with the Hub
team. The parents of one ran the post office in Dorrington, and they have
researched the census records for all those who had run the post office since
1841 and put together an article complete with a photo and piece about their
parents.

At a recent Talking Family History Zoom meeting (1st Thursday every month at
7:30pm) it came up in conversation that our very own Michael Hulme had grown
up in that same area. He talked us through the various businesses and buildings
he remembered, one long since demolished and now just an open space. One of
the Hub team captured the information by adding the places to the map on the
Dorrington Hub page, as well as a short piece about each location. The
information is now a lasting memory.

Michael’s material is publicly available, but the Post Office research is private to
SFHS members, so you will need to be logged in to see it. Note that anything you
wish to submit yourself can be set to members only or visible to the public at
large (your choice).

So have a think and a rummage, your contribution doesn’t have to be large and
formal, it might just be a few lines or an old photo, but every piece of information
adds to the fascinating story of Shropshire. If you’d like to know more or how the
Hub team might be able to help you then please email hub@sfhs.org.uk, we’re
looking forward to hearing from you. Simon, Dawn, Isobel and Jane
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'Read all about it'

In June 2026 | had the good fortune to be part of the SFHS audience when Dave
Annal gave a talk about newspaper databases and their importance, Read all
about it. He demonstrated this by showing how he was able to trace one of his
ancestors who had risen up the ranks of a local council during the 19t century.
This was illuminating for many reasons. Dave pointed out the value of these
newspaper databases and how they could lead us to develop understanding of
our ancestors. Enthused by his talk it led me to extend my own research using
newspapers and it led to the article below.

The talk was excellent, not only in its content but also its presentation. Dave is
clear, exact and helps the listener enrich their research by his own encouraging
style. All his talks are the same.

Several years ago | heard Dave speak about the importance of fiction in Family
History and reviewed his talk in SFHS Journal 45 Part 4 December 2024. This talk
enabled me to go onto use fiction to move my own work forward which led me
to write an article for SFHS Journal 46 Part 1 March 2025 called ‘More than a
Book Review’.

Keep Searchin’, Searchin’, Searchin’ (Hats off to Del Shannon)

Bear with me. Thesis: Family History is an addiction. After the stories,
photographs, BMDs and Census material you still want more. Even though it
might make you hit your head against brick walls and chase you down rabbit
holes, you still want more.

| have had Findmypast for many years now but | had never really explored the
Newspaper Database. So, one afternoon with nothing better to do than Family
History - what could be better than Family History - | thought I'll go down a few
rabbit holes. | rather timidly thought - OK here we go. But what had my family
ever done to get themselves in the newspapers? To begin at the beginning, |
punched in my dad’s name - Kenneth George Allison (1922-1977) and pressed
‘Search’.

Presto — to my surprise, there he was top of the revealed list in the Ludlow News
Section of The Shrewsbury Chronicle Friday January 7, 1938.
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There he was as a member of the Church

blown me over. People had always said that he
was a bit of a ‘Jack the Lad’, a ‘wrong ‘un’. But his
start in life must have been all right, Church Choir
iams.  Bim Lo, | and all. | have my dad’s Bible that was awarded to
: him from Ludlow Parish Church in 1932. So this
very brief information in the newspaper and the
Bible taken together helped me form a fuller
picture of his youth and his religious activities.

Humphtis, (hee Dwies,  Desad | Interestingly enough, one of his sisters, Margery,

Buvid P, | was awarded a prize. There are a few other names

e """""""""‘2‘ Him, Ior | in my extended family that | recognised too
ey B Bevey, |. S brwrm i, Y y g .
E"'r_"*i""" Lestie Marris, Mareld | F|yshed with success | looked for what else | might

A" e Dwres, Bawer Comall, | 10 about him.

Efliey | Users of this
database will be aware that there may be
several extracts about any one person. So
there was a second one about my dad in The
Kington Times, Saturday November 11 1950.

Maybe people were right. He was a ‘wrong
‘un’ after all. How times change and how
motorists get done. Fined 10 shillings — |
might have to remind younger readers 10
shillings equals 50p - for leaving his car on the

street without side lights on at night. Interesting word — obligatory. It’s certainly
not obligatory now.* Still, it told me he was out of his religious phase.

Other information - the point being there is that there are always other ideas
about your family in these newspaper articles to extend your knowledge. The
article refers to 24 Steventon Crescent, the prefab bungalow, where we lived and
pins down a date when we were there. What is also of interest is that he had a

motor car in 1950.

No brick walls. No rabbit holes. So far so good. | decided | would move up a gear
so to speak and look for my Grandfather George Allison (1894-1956). | have
written before in this Journal that there were so many George Allisons in my
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family | gave them all some kind of nickname to help differentiate them.
Previously | have written about George Allison (1790-1868). He was a piano
tuner, so | gave him the moniker Piano George. Some readers may remember
articles about him and he is referred to again later in this article. In my family
there was a suggestion that my Grandad had something to do with horses at a
large stables in Ludlow. So | called him Horse George.

So in went his name and...from The Kington COUNTY POLKE COURT
. . Manday, bedore Messrs, H. T, Koo, H. E
Times, November 15, 1924 | found this. Wikitaker mnd J. Hlough

RODEG 0N THE POEOTEATH.
; " " B,
Well, Horse George seemed to get his come | Gesge Allison. 37, Hekdgsie For. Le

up penance for this particular event. 5s-25p on" the bomipuihs, on the jth Ociober, ot the
this time. But isn’t there something | FP&: Fvess sisied thet om ihe der =
wonderful about this. Like son, like father. N—
Without these cuttings | would never have | ===

found this lovely pattern of events. There is | jimg )

poetry |n' family history, afnd th'IS is it. W ilnie sakd that a.tfrﬁ-ﬁ:
Several things about the family stories were |isd wbien thess prowedings
confirmed too. His voice comes through. | Fined = inclsbing sests.

The addresses are correct and he was a groom so | was right to call him Horse
George. What a hunter is and who the Captain was, | will have to research later.
Any offers?

| now want to skip a generation and turn to my great, great grandfather, Thomas
James Allison (1821-1875) who | am curious about and particularly interested in,
probably even felt sorry for. In about 1835 Thomas James Allison left London with
his parents, Piano George and Elizabeth Allison to settle in Oswestry, Shropshire
where he stayed for rest of his life until 1878. Most of his story | drew from
primary sources BMD, Census and other research. | wrote about him in SFHS
Journal 42 - Part 4 December 2021 and SFHS Journal 43 Part 1 March 2022, in an
article called Piano George and Me. First of all | am going to outline these primary
sources about Thomas James Allison to tell his story and what | deduced from
them.

March Thomas Allison | 28 | Bachelor | Gardener ngxengh George Allison | Musician
24th ) Cyrn-y-Bwch
1849 Susannah Hales | 22 | Spinster Selattyn Thomas Hales Farmer
Married in the Primitive Methodist Chapel according to the Rites & Ceremonies of the Primitive
Methodists
by me John Morton Officiating Minster
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In 1849 Thomas James Allison (I am going to refer to him as TJA from now on to
save typing out his name every time he is mentioned. | hope that is accetable.)
married Susannah Hales, as shown in the trasncribed marraige certificate on the
facing page.

When [ first saw this marriage certificate | had no idea what Primitive Methodism
meant or what Primitive Methodists stood for or what it might reveal about TIA
and Susannah as they married in the Primitive Methodist Chapel in Oswestry. |
researched it. Primitive Methodism enjoyed very considerable success in the
counties along the English Welsh border particularly in Shropshire. Primitive
Methodism sought to reach out to the working classes, conveying the simple
Gospel message by plain preaching, an approach which ensured considerable
growth. It seemed to me that TJA fitted exactly the economic and socal paradigm
of those becoming Primive Methodists or indeed recruited by them.

TJIA was obviously involved in what observers must have seen as something
revolutionary. Historians have seen the Methodist Movement as a second
Reformation, something that sought to challenge the established Church of
England. People had always looked upon the Methodists as somehow wanting to
wobble the balance of the status quo. But they saw the Primitive Methodists as
wanting to upset the whole apple cart.

By the 1851 Census, TJA’s circumstances had changed.

Name of street,
Name and
place or road or Relation to Profession or
surname of . Age, Sex, M/F i Where born
number of head of family occupation
each person
house
1 Cyrn-y-Bwch | Thomas Allison Head 29 Gardener Middlesex
Susannah ditto Wife 25 Flint Hammer
Elizabeth ditto Daughter 2 Salop Selatynn
Ellen ditto Daughter 6m Salop Oswestry

TIA and Susannah and two children were living at Cyrn-y-Bwch, Oswestry.
However, before we move on to consider the next Census in 1861, on 3
September 1859 Piano George signed his last will and testament.

This is the Last Will and Testament

of me George Allison of Cyrn-y-bwch in the Parish of Cyrn-y-bwch in the County
of Salop, pianoforte maker. | give and bequeath all my real and personal estate
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of what nature or kind soever or wheresoever situate after payment of all my
just debts, funeral and testamentary expenses unto my daughter Ellen Isabella
Allison of Kilsyth in the County Stirling, the kingdom of Scotland, spinster and
absolutely | appoint the said Ellen Isabella Allison the Executrix of this my Will,
thereby revoking all other Wills by me at any time heretofore made. This to be
my last will and testament to witness whereof. To which | have hereunto set my
hand this twenty-eighth day of September one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-nine.

George Allison

Piano George left everything to his eldest daughter Ellen Isabella Allison. (I told
her story in SFHS Journal 45 Part 1 and Part 2 March and June 2024 Follow the
Yellow Brick Road), not to his first-born son, which would be the norm in a
Victorian world. It would be expected that everything would have gone to TJA as
the eldest son, as was the norm in the 19" Century. But it didn’t. This in itself
could be said to be rather surprising. So why should this be? Why would Piano
George do this? Could it perhaps suggest TJA had annoyed his father by his
membership of the Primitive Methodist Church?

By the time of the 1861 Census TJA’s family had grown. He had gone up in the
world. He was listed as a gardener and keeper of six acres of land. He and
Susannah now had seven children.

Name of street, i
Name and Relation to
place or road or| IAge, Sex,| Profession or
surname of each head of Where born
number of i M/F occupation
person family
house
Under Hill . Gardener & keeper|
Thomas Allison Head 40 Middlesex, London
Cottage 6 acres of land
Susannah Wife 36 Flintshire, Hammer
Ellen Jane Dau 11 Scholar Salop, Oswestry
Emma ditto 9 Ditto
Thomas Watson Son 7 Scholar Ditto
William Lancelot ditto 5 Ditto
Walter Henry ditto 3 Ditto
Mary Isabella Dau 1 Ditto
Sara Ann Dau 7mths Ditto

Four years after the 1861 Census, TJA and Susannah, despite being married in the
Primitive Methodist Church in 1856 as | have shown and presumably practising
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as Primitive Methodists at that time, on 14 August 1865, had their seven children
baptised into the Anglican faith at St Oswald’s, Oswestry Parish Church.

Were TJA and Susannah disaffected by Primitive Methodism? They had lost a
child, Sarah Ann Allison, who only lived for fifteen months. This must surely have
affected their outlook. But would be it enough to make them return to the
Anglican Church.? Could it be that this was an attempt by TJA to ingratiate
himself with his father? TJA must have known of the will and how it would seem
to him knowing that he had been left out. Perhaps his father had told him why.
Who knows? Perhaps we never will now.

By 1868 events moved on at a pace. On 20 May 1868 Elizabeth, Piano George’s
wife died, as reported in The Wrexham Advertiser, Saturday May 23 1868.

DEATH S,
ArvrisoN—On the 13th inst., aged 83, Elizabeth, wife of
3: Geocye Allison, Cyraybwoh, neas Oowiakey,

Later in the year Piano George himself died at Underhill Cottage where TJA was
still living at the time. We can only presume that TJA, despite Piano George’s
seeming animosity towards him, took him in. Perhaps after Elizabeth’s death he
couldn’t cope on his own or he was seriously ill. He died on 29 November 1868
at 79 years of age from exhaustion.

By the time of the 1871 Census TJA was again was listed as a gardener. Ellen Jane
had left home and Harriet Louisa, their last child, had been born. The primary
sources reveal little else until his death at 55 years old, nearly half his father’s age
at his death, on 9 November 1876, as reported in The Wrexham Advertiser,
Saturday November 18 1876.

DEATHS.

ALLISOX—XNeov. 2th, »zed 55, Thomas Jumes Allison,
Gulbowen, late of Uwderhill Cottage, Uswestry,

The certificate stated he wasn’t living at Underhill Cottage but in Gobowen.
Cause of Death was recorded as: Congestion of liver and kidneys six months.
Inflammation of the mucous membrane of stomach one month. Certified by
William Mitchell M.D.

So, in modern terms, TJA probably suffered from long-term liver and kidney
disease, with a final bout of severe stomach inflammation with chronic hepatic
and renal insufficiency and acute gastritis. A doctor friend of mine suggested that
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there was a very good chance that it was alcohol related. He referred me to the
NHS website: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cirrhosis/ That leaves me upset
but there is obviously little | can do about. But | can still wonder what led to it.

| had never been sure what to make of TJA or perhaps what his father may have
thought of him. Whatever Piano George thought of TJA and Primitive
Methodism, something caused him to write his son out of his will. Several years
later TJA had seven children baptised into the Anglican Faith on the same day in
August 1865 as | have shown. Was this to placate his father?

There seemed to be little information available about TJA from the 1871 census
until his death in 1875.

The final piece of information that was to hand was that TJA was buried in a grave
next to his father in Oswestry Cemetery. Piano George’s grave might be described
as a sarcophagus costing more than £30,000 today. Money probably provided at
the time by Piano George’s daughter Ellen Isabella Allison who eventually left
£9,000 in 1897. (Money worth about £1,500,000 in 2026.)

TJA’s grave is immediately in front of Piano George’s sarcophagus. TIA’s grave has
no headstone. Nobody in Oswestry Cemetery could explain to me why this was.
They suggested maybe that it had fallen over and been destroyed over time or
perhaps there had never been one.

All this left me feeling anxious on TJA’s behalf. Too many questions with no real
answers. | came to the conclusion, although he had done one or two good things
perhaps in the end | should see him as a bit of a wastrel. So | entered his name
into the newspaper data, expecting to find very little if anything and maybe if |
did, it would confirm my worst fears. Remember his great grandson and great,
great grandson appeared in the newspapers recorded as receiving fines in court.
| didn’t know what | would find. But here goes.

Wow!! Biff!! Kapow!!! My grandad and my dad both had one entry each. Both
bad news. My great, great grandad dad TJA had...wait for it...twenty entries and
counting. What could these be? What had | let myself in for? But when |
investigated | was delighted. They changed my opinion about TJA completely. He
turned out to be a right 'un after all and without the newspaper research | would
never have known that. So let’s look at them and put them in context.
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The Oswestry Fruit and Flower Show was founded in 1862 and is now in its 139
Year 2026, albeit as part of the Oswestry Show. In 1863 the Show moved to the
newly open Oswestry Victoria Rooms.

From 1865 throughout the mid 1860s and early 1870s, TJIA exhibited produce
and won many, many prizes. Perhaps a little explanation of how the Show
operated is necessary. Primarily, of course, it was an opportunity for the
aristocracy, the Lords, Ladies and lesser grandees of Oswestry and District to
exhibit. from their gardens. Amongst the many categories was a section headed
“Prizes for Cottagers”, indeed. The section was prefaced by a heading that read
“For cottagers who pay less than £12 annual rent.” It was this category, in which
there were 35 sections encompassing every kind of fruit, flowers and vegetables
it would seem possible, that TJA entered. Prizes were as follows — 1% Prize — 3
shillings. 2" Prize - 2 shillings. 3rd prize -1 shilling.

During the period covered, TJA won no less than 21 First Prizes, 10 Second Prizes
and seven Third Prizes.

There were, in fact, many entrants, so TJA was up against some fierce
competition which pointed to the quality of his produce. The prizes were
awarded in strict categories. TJA was particularly adept at the 4 Dahlias Distinct
and 3 Stocks Distinct categories, winning 1 Prize 1865 -1868. Vegetables were a
strength of his too, winning prizes for Peas 12 Pods 1st Prize four years on the
run. Kidney Potatoes, Cabbages and Lettuce also brought Prizes. These prizes in
monetary terms over the period of time would add up to a considerable amount.
| don’t think at this point we are in
a position to know how this | The medmens usder the Commumoner. ssmed Duvil
money would have affected OF |inersase of woges The
enhanced his domestic economy. m evumtry, uni :'_"l"'l poes of o miven
However as a point of reference “:rm hﬁ:"-“-r VT sy
the last sentence of the article to Alr uﬂhm_ saghil 12 le prven, i Ly
bl mank el Rerbler men.

the right (from The Wrexham "”h Williame and & the men weow net vory  roens

Guardian, Saturday August 17 h”“:_";;’ﬁ""‘““tl"‘l T:.ﬂ"::::" toey

1872) is illuminating. We haven’t Hﬁll to bmve T rise sl oo,

i, el thought 15 k wxcal-
got a clue really as to what went | jem ...,..f.:"E:. H -

on have we?

Amongst the prizes awarded, one of the most curious might well be for rustic
woodwork which he was awarded over several years. Such was TJA’s skill in this
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section that in the article to the right,
from The Wrexham Advertiser on
Saturday September 5 1868, he gets a
special mention for his work. It is
praised in the Introduction to the
article on the Show in 1868. TJA’s name

FLORATL AND HORTIGTLTORAL SHOTW.

The third ssaiversnry af the Owweetry Floml aod
Hoalenltemnl Society wan held in tha Vieboris Reoms.
et Topsaday sl WodnesZay Ll Tia amalonr cx.
Lilritars® prodnctinns, and srma of  tha hast speeimens
fram oottage gardeos cccapisd the lawer roam, whils
e bargs hell was devolnd bo tha gerdesars sod Buc-
perymos.  Am an eshibilsso thia yaar it wes guide ogasl
L i5a predecssscry both in varisty wed ancallenes of Lk
prodoctioes  shors, while Ve vtcodancs own e
oas and respeeiabila.  Towid Ui albraclong of the shaw

. . tas af T werihoisl o e
is featured amongst the aristocracy. A .mﬂ":'u.. lnﬂr:::{ﬁ:mﬂlnh, which iled 1hs
orobaniry o the ream, and frem the Qeints, theen

good ‘un indeed. In one article it
suggests that the rustic woodwork is a
table on which TJA’s entries were on
display.

wan n rich pl chiscs eleclion of bruie, inzlnding phog
spplon, paachom, grapes, pluoes, &o., meb Por campil-
kiou. The coolriboions stol Io etilion Jusluded
specimens Erom Hulsfon, Peeldiglon, Iy Park, (k-
herst, Flliswcow pemwry, Mr Loogaarills's Tenylan |
Meosszrs, Evune and Sas, Lliayuyosech, Er., &0, The
armpetition in dahlisg and dor tha prizs for dogoes Lae
{abla degorsbien was wery olase,  Tho ameiearn ware

pamoroe, ood tuedr show of frolt, dowces, uwl -

They may have spelt his name | i few cias.
The gustio work eahibilal by ¥r Themes Allinsos,

incorrectly such is the care we have | malerail, wes vers gewerally ued dessrvadiis sdmissl
seen in multiple other documents in our own work when enumerators scribbled
down what they thought they heard. However there is no mistake that it is him
because Underhill was his home address. Another pleasing aspect of TJA’s work
that has helped me build a different way of considering his actions | had
previously held was that he also encouraged his children to exhibit, for which
they too won Prizes.

So clearly my discovery of newspaper information over and above the primary
records | held for TJA were illuminating. We can only marvel at the love, care and
devotion TJA put into this work whatever his challenges were. He was not the
person | had assumed he was. In fact, in many ways he was completely the
opposite. For a family historian, indeed for any kind of historian, this is revelatory.
What we think we know and what we don’t know is a yawning chasm. The
primary sources are only a beginning and may more often than not offer
simplistic and limited information which | have | think ably demonstrated, and
may lead us to a wrong
conclusion. It is therefore vital
as the title of my article
suggests to keep searchin’,
searchin’, searchin’.
Newspapers are a rather
wonderful port of call.

.l While | am dealing with
newspapers, it is perhaps

Page 144
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worth reminding ourselves | =g i im-door man pervesl who has -H_.uhﬁ
of the obvious. We have |faris -.':“'—E.-._h...-: H.:I-ﬁlilu,h
learnt as family historians | gt Servant b 1. e 0. Xhy. N0 ; g
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considering not just the hmmmuhﬂr
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may offer clues to further hee] th_ﬂ-

develop our knowledge. In
this respect it is of great | Bepismber. ﬂfi’:- ., ard, seoulder to Mr.
value to read other articles
that may appear on the pages of newspapers that we study. This surely will
provide a context for the world our people lived in. Just a couple of examples will
suffice as shown at the bottom of page 144 and above: prizes given at the Ludlow
Show 1875, as reported in Eddowes's Shrewsbury Journal and Salopian Journal,
Wednesday September 29 1875.

i
i
¢
]

It is vital to keep searching. Newspapers are a rather wonderful port of call. Hats
off to Dave Annal!!!

All newspaper articles referenced in the text, sourced from Findmypast.

Bill Allison 7760 juliaallison@btinternet.com

Editor: *In fact there are still laws relating to where and when you should have
your sidelights on when parking, although judging by some of the on-road
parking | see many people are not aware of them! As they say, every day is a
school day!

If the road has a speed limit of 30mph or less, you don’t need to leave on your
sidelights, as long as: your spot is in a recognised parking bay or lay-by, or you're
facing in the direction of the traffic flow, close to the kerb, and at least 10 metres
(32 feet) from the nearest junction.

If a road operates a speed limit greater than 30mph, under The Road Vehicles
Lighting Regulations 1989 you’re legally required to leave on your sidelights when
parking on it at night. You must not park on a road at night facing against the
direction of the traffic flow, unless in a recognised parking space.

https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/driving-advice/parking-lights/
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Surnames, Language and Identity in Shropshire

Review of the talk by Dr Harry Parkin, University of Chester,
given on 21 July 2026

The speaker started with an introduction to English surname history. There are
four main types of surname which were originally given as descriptive non-
hereditary ‘bynames’.

1. Locational —e.g. Hill, or London. These are toponyms, connected with places

2. Relationship — e.g. Johns, Johnson. These are usually related to a father
(John’s son)

3. Occupational - e.g. Smith, Bowman. These are related to jobs or occupations.
4. Nicknames —e.g. Redhead, Proud. These are linked to physical appearance.

Before surnames, many had nicknames (or ‘bynames’). Some of these are not
obvious, e.g. Bishop might refer to an ecclesiastical person, but as the clergy
were not supposed to have children, it may be more likely to be a nickname.
Bynames became more common after the Norman Conquest in 1066. Anglo
Saxons had enough names from which to choose, and surnames were not
needed. The Normans brought a vast number of names with them and it became
necessary to distinguish between them e.g. ‘John’ was very popular. The higher
classes adopted hereditary surnames probably to ensure correct inheritance of
land or goods. By 1350 in the south and 1450 in the north, most people had
hereditary surnames.

Surnames reflect the history and identity of an area, and some are more common
in different areas. A regional study for the ‘English Surnames Index’ shows by
maps where surnames occur. The index can be looked at across the whole
country or broken down by county and even districts. The speaker showed maps
based on numbers for the names Richardson and Richards, taken from the 1881
Census. He also pointed out that the names Fuller, Tucker and Walker, all
connected with treating raw wool, but varied in location because of regional
dialects. Similarly, the name LAING referring to someone who is tall, is usually
spoken as ‘Lang’ in Scotland and N England, but ‘Long’ in England.

To look back at the past we need to know the etymology of the name, and need
to trace it back to the Middle English period. Relying on present day surnames is
problematical. He then asked members what they thought the origin of the
surname TWELVETREES was. The obvious answer is not the correct one! Going
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backwards he showed that TWELVETREES was recorded in 1743, as a corruption
of TWELVETREE from 1705. Further back it is recorded as TWELLTRICKE (1666),
and TWELLTRICK in 1600. In 1572 it was TWELRIGGE, derived from WALDRYCK
(1377) and de QUELDRYCK (1343) and de QUELDRIG (1377).

While awareness of the distribution of surnames in very important when
studying the etymology of them, it’s not the best way of studying them. Until
recently distribution tended to be done from phonebooks, but now on-line
surname atlases are available. Some surnames are county specific, and the atlas
shows this at different levels

Some typical Shropshire names are:

BEAMOND: some 95% are centred on Clun. It is derived from the Welsh ‘ap
Edmond’ (‘ap’ is Welsh for ‘son of’). Similar names are BEVAN (ap Evan),
PRITCHARD (ap Richard), PARRY (ap Array) and PROBERT (ap Robert).

JUCKES; 56% were in Shropshire in 1881, mainly in the Wellington area. It can be
traced back to the Anglo-Norman French IUCKE or JUCKE.

MELLINGS: 72% were in Shropshire (1881) again in the Clun area, but it is a
Lancashire place name. It can be traced back to Henry de Mellinges in Pipe Rolls
from 1194.

FERRINGTON: 68% in Shropshire but it is mainly derived from Farrington in
Lancashire.

CHETWOOD: 67% in Shropshire. There is a place Chetwode (Bucks), but also
Cheetwood in Cheetham, Manchester. This could show a historical mass
migration from Manchester to Shropshire.

DIDLICK: 75% are in Shropshire mostly around Ludlow. It can be traced back to
Jone Dudlicke (1577, in Bridgnorth) and derives from the village of Duddlewick in
1715.

DARRALL: 56% in Shropshire. It comes originally from de Arel (1166) and from
Airelle, in Calvados.

A surname study should never be linguistic only! For an example, he showed that
the name HAASTRUP, which looks instinctively Scandinavian (?Danish), can be
found as the surname of a number of Nigerian families - beware in making
assumptions!

Place names may be pronounced in different ways due to an interaction of
dialect, accent and sociological factors, e.g. Great CLOWES Street (Salford,
Manchester) may be pronounced as ‘Klooz, ‘Klowz’, or ‘Kleeze’. There is a
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prestige element in pronouncing it as the locals do. The same occurs with
surname pronunciation. As an example he asked how you would you say the
surname LANGLOIS?

After an excellent talk, there were some comments and a few general questions
about personal names but not reproducible here.

Peter Tandy 7709
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Editor: The WordCloud above has been created from the list of members
interests surnames as currently registered with us. If you have yet to register your
surname research interests why not add them to the list via the website.

| wonder if anyone has created a WordCloud of all the names in their own family
tree? | have tried but can't work out how to extract a full list from my Family
Historian software package. If anyone can advise me on how I can do this please
get in touch at editor@sfhs.org.uk
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Talks Programme
September 2026 - January 2027

Researching House History

Gill Blanchard 15 September 2026

Discover how to trace the history of your home and where your ancestors lived
with leading house historian and author of ‘Tracing your house history’.

In search of Scottish Ancestors
Christine Woodcock 20 October 2026

Learn the basics to start finding your Scottish ancestors. We will learn about using
the Scotlands People website, gleaning information from the documents, the
importance of understanding the Scottish naming pattern, irregular marriages
and so much more.

Using social media for family history research
Kelly Cornwell 17 November 2026

Social media has made the world a smaller place, allowing us to share
experiences with people from all over the planet. Discover how you can harness
it to enrich your family history research. It is a valuable tool for family history,
providing new opportunities to uncover, record, and share your family's story.

The British AlImshouse
Judy Hill 15 December 2026

The talk will illustrate the history of the almshouse movement and will reference
specific almshouses in England.

Getting the most from British death records - preceded by AGM
Nicola Johnston 19 January 2027

In this wide-ranging but compassionate talk, Nicola Johnson shows how to get
the most from British death records — from indexes, certificates and burial records
to lesser-known sources rarely covered elsewhere, such as coroners’ inquests and
death duty registers. She also gives clear guidance to finding pre-1858 wills,
helping you break through long-standing brick walls and uncover ancestors
who’ve eluded you for years.
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New Membe

rs

Welcome to all our new members who have joined us in the past few months,
(up to 20 August 2026). We hope you all enjoy your membership and are able to
join us at some of our talks, discussion groups and events.

If you have any queries please get in touch with our Secretary, Dave Morris, in the
first instance at secretary@sfhs.org.uk

10156

Suzanna

Burnay

Newbury, UK

10157

Janet

Thomas

Smethwick, UK

| 10158 |
10159

|  Helen |
Carol

|  Shields |
Howie

| ThorntonleClay, UK |

North Vancouver, Canada

| 10160 |
10161

|  Martin |
Joanna

|  Cadman |
Cadman

|  Stamford, UK |
Stamford, UK

| 10162 |
10163

|  Beverley |

Sue

|  Fisher |
Gill

Port M . .

| 10164 |
10165

|  Shawn |
VM

|  Clutton |
Wilkes

Leamington Spa, UK
| Whitchurch, UK |
Winchester, UK

| 10166 |
10167

|  Simon |
Angela

|  Owen |
Woolrich

|  lille,France |
Wrexham, UK

| 10168 |
10169

|  Tony |

Kaira

| Woolrich |

|  Wrexham, UK |

Cable Bay, New Zealand

| 10170 |
10171

|  Glenys |

Heather

Marsh
| Goldsmith |
Myford

|  Ashford, UK |
Nr. Potters Bar, UK

| 10172 |
10173

|  Ros |
Julia

|  Matthews |
Fowler

|  london,UK |

Oswestry, UK

| 10174 |
10175

| Richard |
Wendy

|  Fowler |
Maddox

|  Oswestry, UK |

| 10176 |
10177

|  Karen |
Rachel

|  Rodgers |

Waterson

Bedworth, UK

| Wilmslow,UK |
Telford, UK

| 10178 |
10179

| Paul |
Barry

|  Roberts |
Collins

|  Evesham,UK |
Loudon, United States

| 10180 |
10181

|  Douglas |

Pamela

Philli

Cram

| Welshpool, UK |

Swansea, UK

| 10182 |
10184

| Michael |
Cathy

|  Spruce |
Webb

|  Hornsby,Australia |

Coventry, UK

| 10185 |
10186

|  Robert |
Alison

|  Bolas |
Ackland

|  Wickford, UK |
York, UK

| 10187 |
10188

| Gary ]

Tracy

|  Dickens |
Simm

- . . S
Adelaide, Australia

L 10189 |
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| Judith |

| littler |

|  Wigan, UK |
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10190 Harold Dodd Worcester, UK

| 10191 |  Roger |  Ford |  Shrewsbury,UK |
10192 Richard Micklewright _ Northampton, UK
We have been advised of the deaths of the following members in recent months

and we offer our condolences to their families and friends.

852 Keith Ferrington Shrewsbury, UK
2853 Baden Bishton Portsmouth, UK
1890 Joan Kinsella Horncastle, UK

During the 1990s Keith Ferrington managed the local interest books for the
Society.

Shropshire Family History Society
Annual General Meeting
Advance Notice

Our AGM date has been set for Tuesday 19 January 2027 at 7.30pm. This will be
held online and will precede the talk scheduled for that day.

The papers for the meeting, including the agenda, minutes from last year's AGM
and the Annual Report and Accounts will be published in the December edition
of the Journal and in the December/January Newsletter.

In the meantime please can we ask you to consider if you might be interested in
joining us on the committee. There are vacancies! If you want to find out more
about what is involved please get in touch with Dave Morris at secretary@sfhs.

org.uk

The officers, (Chair, Secretary and Treasurer), have all indicated they are willing
to stand again for election to their current roles but that does not rule out others
putting themselves forward. Again, for more details of what is involved contact
the people involved. Email addresses are on the inside front cover of this Journal.

All nominations must be received by the Secretary no later than 22 December
2026. That is also the date by which any items of 'other business' must be
submitted if they are to be considered at the meeting.

Dave Morris, Secretary secretary@sfhs.org.uk
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From the Editor

| hope you have found something of interest in this edition of the Journal. There
are a good variety of subjects covered and | am, as ever, grateful to the authors.
I am now rather short of items for the December Journal so please get your pens/
keyboards busy and let me have your contributions as soon as possible. Perhaps
you have your own 'story' to tell: a special heirloom; a trip down memory lane;
the discovery of previously unknown details about an ancestral family through
researching newspapers; some good hints and tips that you could share with
others; or a completely different story to tell.

Remember they don't have to be long articles, and images to go with the written
words are always welcome. However, please can | ask that you send any images
as separate files (at as high a resolution as possible) rather than putting them in
the article itself as it makes it much easier and less time-consuming to manage
them at this end. You can then indicate in the article where you would like the
images to be included and | will do my best to fit them in as requested, although
sometimes space means that they may need to be shifted around slightly.

Please note it will not be possible for me to get the December Journal to the
printer before the first week in December therefore it will be late hitting the
streets. Also the madness of the Christmas post may well delay delivery.
However, there will be a digital copy on the website (in the Members Only area)
from the middle of December for you to read.

You may have noticed that there has not been a plea for a new editor in the past
couple of editions however this does not mean we are not still looking for one!!
I am finding it increasingly more challenging to combine both the Chair and
Editor roles and therefore | ask again that if anyone is interested and would like
to know more about what the role of editor involves please get in touch. It could
be a role undertaken by more than one person - someone to manage the content
and someone to put the content into the software for the printer. So if you have
skills in one of these areas and think you could help please get in touch.

Karen Hunter, Editor
editor@sfhs.org.uk
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Notes for Contributors

e All contributions should be sent to the Editor at editor@sfhs.org.uk, or by post

using the address inside the front cover if you don’t have email.

* Include your name, membership number, e-mail and other relevant contact details
in the same file as the text of your article and indicate which of them can be
included. Otherwise, only your name and SFHS number (if appropriate) will be
printed.

e Please note that articles will not be published under a pseudonym or anonymously
unless there are legitimate reasons for doing so, which need to be discussd with
the Editor in the first instance.

e Send pictures as separate image files (eg e-mail attachments), and only include
them within the item or article as well, to give the editor an idea for suitable
positioning. The relevant place could just be clearly referred to in the main body of
the text.

e List the filenames of any pictures you are sending in the e-mail with relevant
acknowledgements.

e |tis assumed that place names, surnames etc will be spelt correctly and they will
be printed as submitted unless otherwise informed.

e If possible, please CAPITALISE all family surnames within your submitted articles
when they first occur.

e Any pictures or other images should have a file size as large as possible. Most from
digital cameras and mobile phones are more than adequate but the higher the
resolution, and therefore quality, the better.

e Scanned photographs etc should be at a minimum of 300dpi if at all possible. JPG
(or JPEG) is the preferred file format but in certain circumstances, others could be
considered. Please contact the Editor for clarification if necessary.

e  Original pictures, documents etc, can be submitted and scanned by the Editor but
this should preferably be a ‘last resort’.

e Allitems (articles, images, photographs) submitted must have permission to print
granted with the correct acknowedgement included when submitting them.

e Please note that items which essentially consist of full or significant transcriptions
from Wikipedia or other websites will not be published.

e Any submitted articles may be edited by the Editor.
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Ordnance Survey Maps on offer

2'%2":mile Ordnance Survey maps for disposal

Does anyone want editions of ¢.1950 2%2":mile Ordnance Survey maps, which
were originally withdrawn from museum service about 30 years ago? These are
ex-museum quality maps, mostly mounted on linen (there are some paper ones).
Most have been used but are generally in good condition, although the card
covers in some cases are a bit 'tatty', while a few may show pencil marks or
sellotape repairs.

Numbers vary but there are at least a few for most (but not all) counties in
England, Wales and Scotland (not many for Shropshire). Many cover several
counties so it's not easy to list them (or locate them in the storage boxes!).

If you have specific areas of interest, please contact Peter Tandy in the first
instance on 07508 778101 who has a large number to dispose of. You will need
to state the county, major town(s) or areas of interest, or perhaps a grid
reference or OS map number if you know it, and he will look to see if he has
them.

Copy Dates
Publication Date Items to be submitted by
December 2026 1 October 2026
March 2027 1January 2027
June 2027 1 April 2027
September 2027 | July 2027
Advertisements

The Society welcomes adverts relevant to the interests of family historians. Prices
are per issue.

Members £20 full page £10 half page

Non Members £24 full page £13 half page
Copy should be submitted to the Editor. The Society reserves the right to refuse
any advert it considers inappropriate.
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Other appointments

Membership

Gift Aid Lorna Emms treasurer@sfhs.org.uk
Subscription Renewals Dave Morris secretary@sfhs.org.uk
Programme

Programme Secretary Paul Quartermaine speakers@sfhs.org.uk

Enquiries/Help
(Please note we do not undertake personal research but will assist if we can)

General Enquiries to the Secretary secretary@sfhs.org.uk

Research Queries Christine Abram research.queries@sfhs.org.uk
(Members only)

Reference Material

Certificate Exchange Christine Head xchangecerts@sfhs.org.uk
Members’ Interests Dave Morris members _interests@sfhs.org.uk
Library/Exchange Journals Graham Moore library@sfhs.org.uk

Parish Registers Books Graham Moore library@sfhs.org.uk

Sales

Monumental inscriptions Ruth Wilford copies@sfhs.org.uk

and Microfiche

House History Books sales@sfhs.org.uk

Projects

Original P.R. and 1851 Christine Abram research.queries@sfhs.org.uk
Census Microfiche (Shrop-

shire)

Help Desk Volunteers at Gill Lewis archives volunteers@sfhs.org.uk
Shropshire Archives

Shropshire Family History Simon Davies hublead@sfhs.org.uk

Hub

Online Groups

DNA Special Interest Group Jane Wilcox dnasig@sfhs.org.uk

Talking Family History Karen Hunter tth@sfhs.org.uk

Back cover: The Surname Word Cloud created from all the members' interests registered
with the Society as of August 2026.
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