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Another brick wall tumbles down, or finding 

father's first wife 

Gordon Wall 

I had known for many years that my mother was my father's 
second wife - he was 23 years older than she was when they 

married - but it was not until my middle forties that I learned 

that they had married six months after I was born, and eight years 
after my brother was born. 

But to be honest I really did not give much thought to his first 

marriage until I really got the 'genealogy bug'; we had gathered a 

lot of information about my paternal and maternal ancestors, and 

also my wife's families - her father was also much older than her 
mother, and had been married before - and I started to wonder if 

I had any half brothers or sisters, as my wife had. 

My early attempts at finding my father's first marriage were not 

very successful. After all, I had no idea who she was, where they 
got married or even when they got married; but after talking to a 

member of the Society recently at Wokingham Library I was 

inspired to start again taking a fresh look at what I knew. 

Firstly I looked again at the 1901 census record that shows my 
father living at home with his father, stepmother and siblings in 

Church Place, Paddington. His age is given as 22, and as his 

birthday is in August that means he was nearly 23, so it must have 

been about the time he was thinking of getting married. 

I then went to FreeBMD and searched for the marriage of a 

Thomas Wall, spouse unknown, from late 1901 until 1905. I found 

three marriages, all in 1902, one in Wandsworth, one in Lambeth 
( where we eventually lived many years later) and one in 

Marylebone, so was my father a serial bigamist? I did not think so. 
But the Marylebone marriage seemed to be significant due to the 
close proximity of Paddington. The young lady's name was Edith 

Rondeau Sitton. 

The more I looked at this page the more I felt that it had to be the 
one I was looking for; so I went back to the 1901 census to look for 

Edith Sitton, and there she was with her parents and siblings 

June• 2004 







Letters to the Editor• 177 

Name and address withheld for personal reasons 
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RAF Headquarters at Shinfield 

My husband Flight Lt. F.J.T. Brooks DFC DFM was based at the 
RAF Headquarters at Shinfield between 1945-1946. He was 

billeted out in one of the houses in a road behind the 

Headquarters and I would dearly like to visit the area and see the 
road and the house if at all possible. I have been in touch with 

Reading Council and they informed me that the Headquarters was 
demolished to build the old County Hall, now occupied by Foster 

Wheeler. My husband said at the time that the people he lived 

with were deeply religious and somebody else living in the same 
road put on plays for the village people. I do hope that you may be 
able to help me. 

Barry Boulton writes: 

My aunt, Miss Joan Wood, worked at RAF Fl.ying Training 
Command, Shinfield,for the entire period of its existence from 
1939 until its closure in the late 1960s. The camp was opened 
when hastily erected wooden huts were placed on land between 
Goodrest (now Crosfields School) where the Commanders-in
Chief were billeted and The Grove. Some officers were billeted at 
The Grove but the house was demolished in the 1960s when it 
became unsafe. The main site was centred around Shin.field 
Lodge. The Lodge was used for billeting until 1951 when officers' 
quarters were built at the bottom of the hill bordering Whitley 

Wood Lane. After these quarters were built the Lodge became the 
Officers' Mess. A few houses in Whitley Wood Lane were used for 
billeting but this is some way from where your husband was 
located. 

I asked my aunt if she knew of any houses in particular that 
were used as billets, but she could not recall which ones 
were;however, a family by the name of Winter lived on the 
Shinfield Road and they took bible classes for boys and girls 
(kept separate) so this may have been the family your husband 

remembered. Another local resident, a lady in her 90s, confirms 
this and she believes the house is one of those opposite the new 
entrance to the European Long Range Weather Centre. 

Housing for other ranks in Whitley Wood Road and the officers' 
houses in Whitley Wood Lane have since been sold off as private 
houses. The old wooden huts, and possibly bits of others have 
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DNA Testing Project - by a Marsh family in New Zealand. A 
brief summary of the project can be seen at 
<http:/ /www.marshfamilies-dnaproject.freeservers.com> or 
<www.marshdna.arrrg.org>. (Hampshire Family Historian, Vol 
XXX, No 4, Feb 2004) 

The Weather that Weekend. A family historian wanted to 

know what the weather was for a particular event in her family. 
From mid 1990s this can be researched online at 
<http://metoffice.com>. For earlier dates the Met Office has to 
be consulted by post. (Kentish Connection, Folkestone and 
District FHS, Vol 17, No 3, March 2004) 

North Wales Directories 1818-1936. A CD jointly published 
by Clwyd Family History Society and the Friends of Wrexham 
Museum includes 25 directories (seven on Chester) with 5,500 
pages of information and over 600,000 names. Price £19.95 plus 
£1 p&p (cheques made payable to Clwyd FHS) from Miss Joy 
Thomas, 2 Ffordd Cynan, Wrexham LL12 7SS or 
<www.genfair.com> (Journal of the Clwyd Family History 

Society, No 79, Jan 2004) 

Post Office Archives. An account of tracing the records of a 
great grandfather. Archives at Heritage, Royal Mail, Freeling 
House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X oDL (tel 020 7239 2570) 
<www.royalmail.com/heritage>. You have to attend in person 
(no appointment necessary, proof of identity required) or retain a 
researcher. (Journal of the Clwyd Family History Society, No 79, 
Jan 2004) 

Heritage East Midlands. Heritage East Midlands: a Sense of 
Place (HEMSoP) is a website offering historical, cultural and 
social information at <www.hemsop.org.uk>. (Lincolnshire 

Family History Society, Vol 15, No 1, Feb 2004) 

The Stonemasons Index. Contains nearly 3500 stonemason 
records and nearly 1000 submitters' details. Enquiries and 
searches. (Birmingham and Midland Society for Genealogy and 
Heraldry, Vol 13, No 11, March 2004) 

London's Record Offices for Day Trippers. Report on a 
meeting which lists many archive sources (Kent FHS, Vol 10, No 

10, March 2004) 

June• 2004 



Gleanings from magazines • 195 

Preserving those archives. Covers photographs, slides and 
tape recordings as well as computer files. (Bedfordshire FHS, Vol 

14, No 5, March 2004) 

Using a digital camera at the National Archives, Kew. 
Advice on 'how to' is applicable to other Record Offices that allow 
digital photography. (Bedfordshire FHS, Vol 14, No 5, March 
2004) 

The Welsh Community in Swindon, Wiltshire. Many 

Welsh people moved to Swindon with the arrival of the Great 

Western Railway Works in 1843. Article includes lists of names 
from Rate Book of 1865, and of families with Welsh birthplaces in 
the 1871 census. (Gwent FHS, Vol 73, March 2004) 

Postman"s Park. A churchyard near the Museum of London 
where postmen had their lunch. Plaques commemorate people 
who have lost their lives saving others. (West Middlesex FHS, Vol 

22, No 1, March 2004 or "Postman's Park" in a search engine) 

The 1986 Domesday Project. Initiated by the BBC in 1985 to 

mark the 900th anniversary of the Domesday Book. Nearly 1 
million people, including children, recorded land cover, took 
photographs and wrote about their area. Now available to view at 

Kew. (Shropshire FHS, Vol 25, Part 1, March 2004) 

Docklands Ancestors Ltd 
Baptisms Registers 

St Peter's,London Docks 1878-1933 (9 fiche) £9.95 
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St Mary Newington 1902-1922 (5 fiche) £5.95 
St Paul Shadwell 1852-1881 (2 fiche) £3.95 
St James Ratcliff 1840-1913 (4 fiche) £4.95 
St John Wapping 1813-1847 (3 fiche) £3.95 

P&P: UK £0.50 ea Overseas £1.30 ea 
Also available on CD-ROM at £5.95 ea 

Docklands Ancestors Ltd 
15 Hone croft.Lou hton,Essex IG10 3PR 
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Horatia Johnson 

John Gurnett 

Walking around the 500 acres of Brookwood Cemetery, where 

many of the graves honour the lives of the great and the good of 

the Victorian years, I noticed in one small corner the resting place 

of William Johnson and his wife Horatia. Horatia, born in 1832, 

was one of the many grandchildren of Admiral Horatio Nelson. 

She was named after her mother, the daughter of Nelson and Lady 
Emma Hamilton. 

A few hours before his death at the Battle of Trafalgar, Admiral 
Nelson wrote a final codicil to his will asking his King and country 

to provide a legacy for Emma, and his 'adopted' daughter Horatia. 

His trust in the King and the government was, sadly, misplaced: 

they were abandoned. Emma died destitute at Calais in 1815, 

having dissipated what income she had. After her mother's death 

Nelson's sister and her husband George Matcham became 

Horatia's guardian and she was brought up as a member of their 

family. 

Like her mother Horatia became fluent in a number of European 

languages and was an educated, well read, and sought after young 

woman. In 1819 she met a graduate from Trinity College, Oxford, 

Philip Ward. He became a chaplain and they married in 1822. 

With the small income of a provincial clergyman they were not 
rich. All her life Horatia, and her family, refused to believe that 

she was the natural daughter of Admiral Nelson. 

The Wards had nine children in all; Horatia their second daughter 
was born in 1832. She was a sickly child, suffering frequent 
illnesses. But she blossomed into a beautiful young girl turning 

the eyes of many young men. Eventually she married a solicitor 

friend of her brother, William Johnson. When her mother died in 

1881, William, Horatia and their son - another William, who was 

an articled clerk - were living at 6 Gower Street, London, and 

stayed there until her own death in October 1890. She was buried 

at Brookwood with her husband. 
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LEARN WHERE YOUR ANCESTORS LIVED 
WHAT JOBS DID THEY HAVE? 

This evening course is to help 

beginners with their family history. 

If you have ever wondered 

how to get started, come along. 

Training, Examples and Discussion 

Held at the BFHS Research Centre, 

Yeomanry House, Castle Hill, 

Reading, Berks. 

Course Fees are £25 per person 

Held over 5 Monday evening 

7pm - 9.30pm 

Phone 0118 957 3651 for more details 

Contact Barry or Carolyn 

� 
Book early as places are limited 

� 
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