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DISCLAIMER: 

Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc. and its     

members either individually or collecfively does 

not accept any  responsibility for the opinions 

or  informafion contained in this newslefter.

Patron:  Gail Sellers OAM

President   Jan Koivunen            0417 216 062

Vice President              Geoff Honan 0468 473 372

Secretary Sue Norris 0407 791 007

Treasurer  Valerie Kearney 0419 677 868

Librarian  Judy Spencer           0419 757 640

Journal Editor Yvonne Cooper 0439 766 347

We have internet access at our resource centre thanks     

to the sponsorship of: 

Our  Resource Centre is now situated in the Gladstone Regional Council’s, air-condifioned 

Calliope Library Meefing Room, 

3 Don Cameron Drive, Calliope QLD 4680, Australia 

If visifing our area, please check our Facebook page, for current opening fimes.

hftps://www.facebook.com/Genealogical.Society.Gladstone.District.Inc

Library Hours Tuesday and Thursday 9:30am to 1:30pm

This journal, “TimeLine “ is produced  in  

May, August, and November each year and emailed to 

members & other sociefies.

 It would be helpful if arficles for inclusion  could be  

emailed to gladgen@hotmail.com

The cost of postage of this journal to members  is 

$5.00 per year and  $10 per year to non-members

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the First Nafions Peoples and pay        

respect to Elders, past, present and emerging.

Office Bearers
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From the Editor’s Desk

Are you receiving our emails?

Please ensure that you can receive emails from: 

gladgen@hotmail.com

Website:  
hftp://www.gladstonegenealogy.wordpress.com

Check out our Facebook page
hftps://www.facebook.com/

Genealogical.Society.Gladstone.District.Inc

The following is a list of people who may be able to assist your  

researches:

Judy Spencer    jcspencer1@bigpond.com     0419 757 641

Central Qld, Victoria, Irish, Scoftish Lowlands,  Central England   

Jan Koivunen    janakoi@hotmail.com  0417 216 062  

Australia including Convicts  

Paulefte Flint    paulefteflint25@gmail.com 0415 353 557 

Local history and general genealogy research assistance.

Yvonne Cooper  yvonne.cooper@acfiv8.net.au  0439 766 647  

New South Wales, Scotland, Computer research, Australia including 

Convicts.

We have reciprocal visifing rights 
with the following sociefies:

Districts in the Gladstone Region (1929)
Beecher, Benaraby, Bororen, Boyne Valley, Burua, Calliope, Glassford Creek, Iveragh, Liftlemore, Many Peaks,    

Miriam Vale, Mount Jacob, Mount Larcom, Nagoorin, Norton, Raglan, Targinnie,   Ubobo, Yarwun. 

PRINTED by GLENN BUTCHER MP

Phone: (07) 4904 1100
hftps://www.glennbutchermp.com.au/parliament

The Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc. would like 

to acknowledge the generosity of Glenn Butcher, Member 

for Gladstone (ALP) whose Gladstone Electorate office 

has kindly printed this Timeline journal.

Glenn is currently the

Shadow Minister for Police & Crime Prevenfion, 

Shadow Minister for Correcfive Services, 

Shadow Minister for Sport. 

Bundaberg Genealogical Associafion Inc

Kendall’s Road, Bundaberg PO Box 103, Bundaberg QLD 4670

Webpage hftps://www.bga.org.au/

Facebook hftps://www.facebook.com/bundabergfamilyfies

Email enquiry@bga.org.au

Opening fimes: Tue 12-2.30, Wed 10-2.30, Sat 1-

4, 3rd Thursday of month 10-12 pm (not Dec) 

Gympie Family History Society

Old Gympie Railway Stafion, 1 Chapple Street Gympie PO Box 

767, Gympie, QLD,4570

Webpage hftps://www.gfhs.com.au/ Facebook hftps://

www.facebook.com/GympieFamilyHistorySocietyInc

Email Secretary gympiefamilyhistory@gmail.com

Opening fimes Wed 9.30-2pm, Fri 9.30-12pm, Sat 1-4pm 

CQFHA  (Rockhampton) Family History

16 Highway Street, Rockhampton QLD

Webpage hftps://www.cqfamilyhistory.org.au/

Facebook hftps://www.facebook.com/cqfamilyhistory

Email secretary@cqfamilyhistory.org.au

Opening fimes: Tue 1-4,Thu and Fri 9-12, Sat 1-4 

Redland Genealogical Society

Library Room is located in the Redland City Council’s (RCC) 

Cleveland Library, located at the intersecfion of Middle and 

Bloomfield Streets. Ask at the recepfion desk for direcfions.

Webpage hftps://rgs.net.au/

Facebook hftps://www.facebook.com/redlandgs

Email: redlandgs@gmail.com

Opening Times: Tue 9.30 -12.30pm, Thu 9.30 –

12.30pm, Sat 12.30-3.30pm (Except Public Holidays & during 

the Christmas Break). 

Toowoomba & Darling Downs Family History

452 South Street within the grounds of the Toowoomba and 

Drayton Cemetery. The building faces South Street, and the 

entrance is directly off South Street .

Webpage tddfhs.org.au

Facebook hftps://www.facebook.com/TDDFHS

Email: tddfhs452@gmail.com

Opening Times: Mon-Fri 10am – 3pm

Reciprocal Rights are extended to all members of family      

history sociefies who visit the rooms to do research. Proof of 

current membership is required. The daily fee will be $2.50, 

rather than the $10.00 charge for visitors.
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Surname Given 
Name

Subject Description Date Number of 
pages

Comments

Benedick Joseph Calliope Complainant 29 May 1877 1

Rickensen Henry Calliope Accused 26 May 1877 1 Surname ??

White George Gladstone Justice of peace 29 May 1877 1

Shaw Annie Queen’s Hotel Licensee Aft 1885 2

Ford Henry John Partner of CC 
Breslin

02 July 1891 3

Breslin CC Plaintiff 02 July 1891 3

Templeton Wm Defendant 02 July 1891 3

Curtis E Temple Magistrate 02 July 1891 3

Johnston John Norton Hotel Licensee 04 Aug 1892 4

Herbertson Robert Blue Bell HotelLicensee 17 Aug 1892 5

Chas Gladstone Clerk of court 17 Aug 1892 5 Surname ??

Turnball George expenses Sept 1892 6

McDonald A H G Valuation appeal 28 Aug 1896 7,8,10

Mc Cowan Mr Valuation appeal 28 Aug 1896 7,8

Burton Mr Valuation appeal 28 Aug 1896 7,8

Hetherington Mr Valuation appeal 28 Aug 1896 7,8

Thornbill Valuation appeal 28 Aug 1896 7,8,9

Blackman F A Valuation appeal 28 Aug 1896 7,8,10

Harvey R M Valuator Valuation appeal 28 Aug 1896 9 Surname ??

Larcom Mr Valuation appeal 28 Aug 1896 9

Mann John Valuation appeal 28 Aug 1896 11

Osborne Abraham    
Shortland    
Rawlings

Norton Lease 
No.98

Leasee 30 March 1903 
to 

11 Nov 1005

12,13,14,15,16,
18,19,20,21,22,
24,25,26,27,28

Charley Philips Norton Lease 
No.98

Leasee 
of 

Richmond NSW

30 March 1903            
to 

11 Nov 1905

12,13,14,18,19,
20,22, 25,26

Sullivan John S Norton Lease 
No.98

Acting mining 
Registrar

30 March 1903            
to 

9 May1903

12,13,14,15,18,
19,20,22

Carmichael David Norton Lease 
No.98

Witness 23 May 1903 20

Gallagher M Norton Lease 
No.98

Acting Mining 
Registrar

8 February 
1905

25,26

Marshall Henry Norton Lease 
No.98

Under secretary 8 Jun 1903                 
& 

11 Nov 1905

23,29 Unsure 
of 

names
Bracewell Mr Norton Lease 

No.98
Warden 7 September 

1903
24

Index to some old Gladstone Court House documents

These were saved from destrucfion by one of our members many years ago
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The Gladstone Observer, October 26, 1957

LEO DANIEL CORR

The late Leo Daniel CORR, who died in Rockhampton Hospital as a result of an accident on the Bruce Highway near 

Midgee, was well known in Gladstone where he was born. 

At the fime of his death he was living at Berserker Street, North Rockhampton. He had been employed at SWIFTS 

meatworks, Gladstone, for a number of years, and worked with MAXIMS Pty. Ltd., Brisbane for two years. His final 

employment was with R. C. WARRY, building contractor, Rockhampton.

He married Joyce Irene VOCK, in Gladstone, and is survived by his wife and one son, Daniel Charles CORR (aged 7).

His remains were conveyed to Gladstone, and the funeral moved from the Catholic church on September 23, with 
Rev. Father SMITH officiafing. The pall bearers were Messrs. M. THOMPSON, R. MUNRO, L. SPENCER, J. CALLAGAN,          
G. MICHAEL, J. FLANAGAN. Speerings were funeral directors in associafion with Tuckers Rockhampton.

Leo died on 21 September, 1957. 

Note: From the Queensland BDMs, Leo was the son of Charles JAMES and Bridget GRIFFEN. 
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Bill Pershouse leaves a lasfing legacy

WILLIAM HECTOR PERSHOUSE

MISSED: William Hector Pershouse was a loving stepfather and husband. 

BILL Pershouse has been remembered as a man with an infecfious smile, love of life, a great sense of humour, 

warmth and wisdom, at his funeral on Tuesday.  

Picture: KATRINA ELLIOTT 

The Gladstone Observer Newslefter.

Max RICKETTS expressed his grafitude towards his friend in a eulogy read at a funeral on Tuesday. "Rest in peace 

Bill, your presence will be sadly missed, but never forgoften." 

Mr PERSHOUSE passed away on 22 October 2014 at age 87.

He was nothing short of an inspirafion to his family and friends, crabbing and fishing two of his most adored       

pasfimes. Daughter-in-law Leanne CRANE said he had a lot of love to give. "He was wonderful, very kind. He loved 

to take us fishing and crabbing," she said. "He was a prefty cheeky man. He would have a bit of fun with you." 

Mrs CRANE said Mr PERSHOUSE also loved to sit down on a Friday night and watch the Broncos play. "He loved 

sport, like tennis, football and cricket. He was an all-rounder." 

He was born on March 2, 1927, into a pioneering family that originally seftled in Gladstone from 1855-1857.

His great-grandfather, also called William PERSHOUSE, was the second mayor of Gladstone. He died in 1884. Mr 

PERSHOUSE and his nine brothers and sisters grew up in Benaraby. He aftended Benaraby Primary School and 

when he left school Bill ran the family farm, where he collected the tag of Potato King. In 1975, he married his    

beloved Ailsa; a widow who was left to raise six children when her former husband died. Mr PERSHOUSE was a 

stepfather to the children and the pair's lives were very acfive.

For 40 years, he worked at the diesel shed at Queensland Railway. In his spare fime he tried his hand at crabbing, 

fishing, tennis, indoor bowls and befting on horses. He was skilled at crabbing, taking his stepchildren out to the 

mudflats regularly.

His stepson Greg used to watch in awe as his stepdad pulled huge crabs from the crab pot with his bare hands, 

without using the hook. Greg and Mr Pershouse would return home with a bag of crabs and 10 fingers sfill intact.

Mr and Mrs PERSHOUSE picked and sold mangoes into their refirement.
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PERSHOUSE FAMILY IN AUSTRALIA 

This story was wriften by Wayne R. Roberts when he was living in the Brisbane area, but we don’t know when 
this story was wriften. 

To my knowledge all PERSHOUSES and their offshoot  branches in Australia especially Queensland are descended 

from William PERSHOUSE and his wife Margaret TISDALE. They came to New South Wales in about 1853 from the 

Manchester - Stockport area of England.

The family can be traced back to the late 1500's in Staffordshire and I have copies of this lineage.

They seftled in the Cooks River area, just south of Sydney, their children - John (1834-1905); Elizabeth Caroline 

(1840-?); William (1843-1927); Margaret Jessie (1846-1871); Ellen (1847-1923); Henry (1849-1926) and Francis  

Ashworth ( 1852-1927) with two deceased males in England.

John PERSHOUSE married Mary HANNAM at Cooks River, 27 November 1854 but the whole family moved to        

Gladstone, Port Curfis which was sfill in New South Wales about 1857. It became part of Queensland in December 

1859. Mary died in 1881 and John would have needed a wife to help look after his 10 children. He married Annie 

Louisa BOLTON in 1882. They had ten children also but not all survived infancy. John passed away in 1905 and was 

buried in Rockhampton South Cemetery. He had owned several hotels in North Rockhampton at various fimes.

Elizabeth Caroline PERSHOUSE married Richard Rogers WARE in Gladstone on 11 August l859. He was the police  

constable and later was to become one of Queensland's longest serving pre-federafion police officers. Both were 

sfill alive and living in Brisbane when both them and Queensland celebrated their 50th anniversary. They had quite 

a large family of eight.

William PERSHOUSE junior had selecfions like his father and brothers in the Boyne River Crossing Area now        

Benaraby. He married Mary HANNAM's sister, Charlofte on 7th October 1869 at Diamanfina, Port Curfis. They had 

eight children before her unfimely death in 1889. William ran a sawmill at Many Peaks where he died in 1927. He 

was buried at Gladstone. 

Margaret Jessie PERSHOUSE died in Gladstone in 1871 aged 25 years and unmarried.

Ellen PERSHOUSE married Carl George Theodor SCHULZE in Gladstone on 30 December 1869. They had several     

children and Ellen died in 1923 and was buried in Gladstone.

Henry PERSHOUSE married Elsie Lillian KEIMER in Gladstone on 25th April 1877. They had three children with only 

a daughter Elsie May surviving to adulthood, she became a Mrs. MERRY. Her mother died in 1910 and she was     

widowed when her father died in Rockhampton in 1926.

Francis Ashworth PERSHOUSE is my Great-Great-Grandfather. He married Sarah Maria RIDEOUT on the 18th June 

1873 and exactly one year later she died in child birth. The baby, Marie Sarah died 15th July 1874. He then  married 

Mary Elizabeth HARBOTTLE in Gladstone on 12th April 1876. 

Their eldest daughter and child, Ellen PERSHOUSE was my ancestor and she married Peter Emiluis CHRISTIE 

(CHRISTENSEN) at Boyne River 19th September 1892. Francis and Mary had another 11 children the last being   

Evelyn Mary and Mary died after the childbirth in 1902. Again the daughter died several months later in 1903. So 

tragic to lose both wives and daughters the same way. Francis Ashworth PERSHOUSE had several selecfions with 

his sons around the Boyne River and descendants are sfill on them. Francis died in 1927.

William PERSHOUSE senior had become Mayor of Gladstone 1864-1866 and later died at Crocodile Diggings,       

Westwood District, west of Rockhampton on 1 December 1884. He was buried at the Rockhampton South         

Cemetery. Margaret died at Boyne River Crossing on 22nd March 1893 and was buried in Gladstone. Descendants 

of William and Margaret PERSHOUSE have spread far and wide from Cairns to Melbourne and even to the United 

States and many other surnames have been introduced by the marriage of daughters. 
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This lovely card was made in Germany in 1909 and someone has painted 
some glue on it and sprinkled glifter to spell out the words 

Greefings with love from Gladstone 
Mrs Eileen Emma MAYALL, nee RACE, gave this card to me about 25 
years ago. It had been sent from Gladstone, Queensland, by her Uncle, 
Edwin Alfred MACQUIRE, to her mother Mrs Elsie May RACE in Granville, 
New South Wales, Australia. 

Edwin Alfred MACQUIRE was living in Gladstone, Queensland, Australia 
and  was in business with a friend from Germany. They were buying skins 
from the Gladstone meatworks at Parsons Point and then sending them 
to Germany. In 1914 when war was declared against Germany, his friend 
was interned as an  enemy alien but Edwin was released .

Elsie was very fond of her brother and kept that card. Her daughter,    
Eileen, kept it for many more years before giving it to me, possibly       
because I lived in Gladstone, Queensland.  

Eileen and my mother-in-law, Allison Eileen LAMBETH, were 1st cousins. 
Elsie married Arthur George RACE on 16 March 1910 at Granville, New 
South Wales. 

I recently found (on Trove) a long detailed report of this wedding of Elsie and Arthur, it was amazing, so many 
guests and  I recognised most of the names as members of the  RACE and LAMBETH families.

William MACQUIRE and Emma DICKSON, were married at Waterloo in Sydney, New South Wales on 30 Dec 1876. 

Elsie May was born 5 Jun 1886 at Newtown in Sydney and died 06 Sep 1945. 

Edwin Alfred was born 10 Jun 1888 also at Newtown in Sydney and died 20 Oct 1963. 

They both lived in Granville, New South Wales, Edwin with his mother.   

I recently found Elsie and Edwin buried in adjoining  graves in Rookwood Cemetery in Sydney quite close to where 

their parents were buried.  Rookwood Salvafion Army secfion,  J_ zone F/#/294 and 296. 

Submifted by Yvonne Cooper
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Calliope

1900

QUEENSLAND TOWNS DIRECTORY

Calliope Port Curfis District south west of Gladstone 

BAKER John McDONALD Alexander, farmer

BENNEDICKS Joseph, miner McGREGOR George C, blacksmith 

BRYCE John (Kirkpatrick & B) MacKAY Peter 

CAIN William MacKAY William 

CANTRELL William, carpenter MARRICK Joseph, farmer 

CLARK Charles W., teacher MENZIES John, grazier 

COLE William, MENZIES John N, grazier 

CUNNING Robert, carrier MURPHY James, grazier 

DICKINSON John & William, carriers MYLNE Mary, Sun Hotel 

FARMER Samuel & William, graziers NEILL Hugh, grazier 

FERGUSON George, graziers NUGGETTY GULLY Gold Mining Co

FLEMING A.R., mine manager PUJOLAS John, butcher 

GARDENER John, farmer SCHILLING Duncan, carrier 

HENDERSON William, saddler SCHILLING John A,  farmer 

HICKSON Joseph SIDEY James, farmer

HULME Richard STONELEY Edward

IBBOTSON John, saw mills TEMPLETON Samuel

KEITLEY Daniel THREADINGHAM William, farmer

KIRKMAN Henry ULLMAN Carl, bootmaker 

KIRKPATRICK & Bryce, mine owners ULLMAN Joseph, farmer 

KIRKPATRICK & James (X & Bryce) WATT Tan, butcher

KIRKPATRICK William, carpenter WELCH Charles, Calliope Hotel

LEHR  Frederick, farmer WRIGHT George

LEMATY William, blacksmith

Note: 

James KIRKPATRICK and John Bryce KIRKPATRICK were brothers and were the sons 
of   William KIRKPATRICK.
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The Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc has relocated 

We are at the Calliope Library Meefing room, 3 Don Cameron Drive, which is about 20 kms from Gladstone. 

It is a lovely space. It is air-condifioned, has  disability access and a kitchenefte and toilets. Even though we no  

longer have sole rights to the room, local ISP Dreamfilt was able to connect us with our Stafic IP Internet again and 

we can sfill connect to all that FamilySearch and GSQ offers. 

It is a pleasure to use this room. It has the most wonderful natural light coming in through the windows and it is 

surrounded by gardens with many delighfful birds around .

'Wedding Bells'
GOODY-ELLISON

The Gladstone Observer, 27th July, 1935:  

A pretty we dd in g  was celebrated at the Town Hall, Mt. Larcom, when Alma Grace, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. 

GOODY, Mt. Larcom, was married to Albert Victor, third son of the late Mr. and Mrs. J. ELLISON  (New Zealand). 

Rev. R. CROOK officiated at the ceremony. The dainty little bride, who was given away by her father, looked charming in an 

ivory satin frock cut on figure-fitting lines.  The back fell into a long sweeping train, and the bodice featured cowl sleeves and   

a hand-worked lace yoke. A diamante buckle completed  the waistline, and a string of crystals was worn. Her beautiful         

embroidered veil of white tulle fell in billowy folds from a silver lace cap, held in place with a coronet of orange blossoms. 

She carried a shower bouquet of roses and lilies of the  valley, arranged with tulle.

Miss Barbara (Bonnie) LUTTON, cousin of the bride, was the  attendant bridesmaid. She was daintily dressed in an ankle-length 

frock of blue satin striped crepe, made in the tunic style and finished with a sequin bow and a blue posy. 

Her silk taffeta Dolly Varden bonnet was tied with blue  satin ribbon, which reached the hem of her frock. She carried a shower 

bouquet of pale pink roses and  chrysanthemums, tied with blue ribbon.

Little Miss Abby LUTTON, cousin of the bride, attended as flower girl, and looked very pretty in an ankle-length rose pink 

georgette Empire frock with pink ribbon falling from the bodice  to the hem of the frock, and a large frilled cape and puff 

sleeves. She also wore a wreath of pink flat flowers, and she carried a basket of roses and asparagus fern, with a pink bow.

The duties of best man were carried out by Mr. Allen GOODY, brother of the bride. The hall where the ceremony took place 

was tastefully decorated by Mrs. Jack LUTTON and friends of the bride.

The chief feature of the decorations was a white trellis, with trails of morning glory in shades of blue, and pink  roses and   

some asparagus fern. 

The guest pews were marked with silver horseshoes,  morning glory, pink roses and bows of white ribbon, and a large wedding 

bell was suspended over the bridal group.

As the bridal party entered the hall the congregation sang "The Voice That Breathed 0'er Eden ".  

Mrs. BLISS presided at the  piano, and while the register was  being signed  Mrs. BLISS sang "Because."  

The Wedding March was played as the bridal party left the hall.
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Calliope Sawmill Explosion
September 21st 1872

At around a quarter past 11 on Saturday morning, September 21st 1872, an explosion rang out from the Calliope 

Sawmill. Located on the north side of the Calliope River, the mill was owned by D. E. MUNRO of Bustard Head and 

managed by his brother in law, John TANNOCK. The mill had been constructed around March 1871 and was the   

second sawmill owned by Mr MUNRO. On the riverfront, there was a wharf and a large shed that covered the    

enfire works. At the rear of this shed - around 18 metres from the river - there was housed an engine and a boiler. 

This machinery used steam power to operate the mill's saw. Besides the works, there were a number of coftages 

on the site that housed the mill workers and families. Mr TANNOCK.  and his family occupied one of the coftages 

while another two were occupied by men with families. Two single men and a youth also resided at the site taking 

the populafion living on site to eighteen people in all.

An eye witness to the disaster stated "About 11 a.m. I was standing facing the mill, between my hut and the       

fireplace, about a hundred yards from the works. Suddenly I heard a fearful explosion, such as I had never heard 

before, and I pray God I may never hear again. For the moment I was stupefied - I cannot say that any thoughts 

crossed my mind, except a general idea that everything had come to an end, and a desire, without the power, to 

fly. When I had regained my sight, the air was filled with flying debris, and what appeared to be a dark cloud, but 

which afterwards proved to be a huge piece of the boiler, floated over my head, and landed beyond the hut. Then 

followed a fime of death like sfillness, which to me seemed of interminable length, but which could not have lasted 

a minute. One by one I saw the men flying with terror-stricken faces from the ruins, looking behind as they fled, as 

if they thought to see a terrible Nemesis following on their track. The appearance of live men reassured me, and 

thought at first I staggered as though drunk, or as one rudely aroused from a fearful nightmare - would to heaven 

it were but a dream - sfill I gradually recovered the use of my legs and ran towards the site of the mill, to render 

what liftle assistance I could.”

There were three men unaccounted for when the sky cleared of debris. William SMITH, a man employed to cut 

shingles had been scalded on the face and had several teeth knocked out. Mr TANNOCK, the mill manager had to 

be retrieved from the wreckage. At first he was thought to be dead, however he was just unconscious, his head   

bleeding profusely and had broken his leg at the ankle. He was carried from the wreckage and placed inside one of 

the coftages. Finally the engine driver was found by his boot sficking out of the debris. The man, named John 

GROVES, was seemingly responsible for the explosion; he was also quite dead. He remained in his makeshift grave 

while SMITH and TANNOCK were aftended to. 
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Calliope Sawmill Explosion (confinued)

When they finally unearthed the man, they were confronted with a grotesque image. Standing next to the boiler 

when it exploded, GROVES had taken the full force of the impact. His condifion was reported by Sergeant Ware of 

the Gladstone Police as such   " the head was in two—the whole of the inside being completely cleaned out—the 

right leg broken in two places—the left also broken—the left arm  broken, the hand gone—the breast smashed, 

and the clothes torn from the body."

John GROVES had arrived at Calliope Mill about seven weeks prior to the explosion. He claimed to be an engineer, 

however this has since been doubted. He went to work in the engine room where several men saw the twenty-six  

-year-old as being unsure of his job. GROVES claimed that the pressure gauge on the boiler was unable to be         

correctly read due to salt build up. This had been verified by a number of people during the invesfigafion, including 

a man named David TANNOCK who worked near the boiler. He claimed that in the eighteen months that he had 

worked at the mill, the gauge had been out of order several fimes. A new one was put in, and that had been out of 

order twice since replacement, the last fime being three hours before the explosion. Salt water was used in the 

boiler which did nothing for its integrity, let alone gauge. Just prior to the explosion, GROVES was seen to be trying 

to clear the gauge cock with a piece of wire just prior to the incident.

During the invesfigafion, an engineer by the name of David CAIRNCROSS with twenty years experience was           

summoned from Baffle Creek to examine the wreckage. He found that although the boiler was able to be             

operated, it needed to be treated with care. Although it could be operated at 45 pounds per square inch, he did 

not think that it should even be taken 10 pounds over that. CAIRNCROSS believed that since the gauge was 

gummed up, that the fireman would be lulled into believing that water didn't need to be drawn. Therefore, when 

water was added, it immediately came in contact with hot dry metal and the pressure shot up to 90 or 100 pounds. 

The worn and welded plates would immediately submit and be torn apart. This was the cause of the explosion that 

killed John GROVES - ignorance and neglect on the part of the sawmill. Perhaps there was inexperience on the part 

of GROVES, but despite management's claims that the boiler was in fine working order and nobody had ever             

complained regarding its condifion before, several men spoke up stafing that they were all aware that the boiler 

was not in good working order. John GROVES was placed in an unmarked grave in the Gladstone Cemetery.            

The Calliope Sawmill received a new boiler four months later. 

1885 Gladstone Cemetery photo of what's now Secfion E. 

Notable headstones (L-R) Richard HETHERINGTON 1870 (obelisk), Rev. James WARR 1876 (cross),                          

Hannah PALMER 1874 (draped urn) and Edward McCOLLIM 1867 (half round).

            Many thanks to member Peter Lynch for finding this story.
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Boyne Valley Cemetery Index:

Includes Nagoorin, Builyan/Many Peaks, Norton burials in cemeteries

The Boyne Valley Cemetery Index was put together by Life Member, Paulefte Flint, from death records originally    
held at Gladstone Court House and extracted by Life Member, Melva Bensted. 

This index incorporates burial records for the three cemeteries in the Boyne Valley district of Gladstone                
Regional Council,  Nagoorin Cemetery, Norton Cemetery and Builyan/Many Peaks Cemetery. 

All these cemeteries are now closed for burial. Nagoorin Cemetery received a facelift in 2018 with new fences and a 
plaque lisfing burials placed in the cemetery. The Norton Cemetery is not maintained by Gladstone                        
Regional Council.  

The Many Peaks Cemetery is erroneously enfitled Builyan Cemetery both on the signage at the cemetery and on 
the Gladstone Regional Council  website. Originally, It was the Many Peaks Cemetery, although some burial records 
in the index state Builyan Cemetery. 

It should be more correctly named, Builyan/Many Peaks  Cemetery, or Many Peaks/Builyan Cemetery. It is  situated 
in the Builyan locality. 

Some 186 burials are listed in the index which was taken from the original death records of the Gladstone            
District Court House. 

The records include: 

Surname, 

First Names, 

Sex, 

Age,   

Occupafion, 

Death Date, 

Death Place,  

Burial Place and 

Parents’ names. 

Parents’ names were taken from the Queensland Birth Death and Marriage Index online, and thus may include 
their transcripfion errors. Where no  parents were  menfioned, the records annotate “Unknown” or “Unnamed”.

It also includes: The whole index in PDF format, plus  available photographs of the remaining headstones and some 
other cemetery  photographs, stories taken from newspaper arficles, a map of grave locafions in Many Peaks   
Cemetery, informafion about each  Cemetery  and some death cerfificates, all on a USB sfick.

Postage of a USB sfick is much cheaper than the cost of a printed copy. It is $20, plus postage and packing.               

Enquiries: Email gladgen@hotmail.com
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?

 The Stories behind  the Street 

Names of Gladstone Queensland

by Paulefte Flint

MEET ME AT THE CAFÉ!

The stories behind the cafés of 

Gladstone 1900-1970

by Paulefte Flint 2022 

  BOUNDARY RIDER, 

BRICK MAKER & BARD
The life and works of 

Robert Alexander Fairly. 

Compiled by Jan Koivunen

These two books are available from the author, Paulefte Flint.  

Mobile: 0415 353 557    

Email: paulefteflint25@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/gladstonehistoryinc

Purchase Price: $30 (AUD) 

plus  postage& packing. 

Also available from Gladstone City Library.

Available for purchase at the 

Gladstone City Library. 

Mobile: 0417 216 062

Email:janakoi@hotmail.com

Purchase Price: $20.00 (AUD)  

plus postage and packing

What’s in a Name?” affords a   
fascinafing glimpse into the 
stories behind the street 
names of the city of        
Gladstone. 

From the unfimely death of 
Richard Hetherington, the 
first Mayor and highly        
esteemed   Postmaster, who 
stumbled into the hold of the 
‘SS Queensland’ when        
delivering the mail at night, 
to the downfall of William 
Edward Hilliard, the Sub-
collector of    Customs, these 
stories open up   windows to 
the past and give the reader 
a unique   insight into what     
Gladstone was like in the 
early days. 

“Meet me at the Café!”  
combines photographs and    
stories of the cafés, tea 
rooms and  milk bars in the 
town of Gladstone from a 
fime before television,    
computers and online        
dafing. 

Nothing compared to a 
hearty burger from Mick 
Corones at the Niagara Café, 
or a cold milk shake with 
shards of ice from Percy at 
the California Grill Bar.

After a night at the local   
picture theatre, young     
people would meet at the 
local café to turn on the juke 
box and jive to the latest 
tunes. 

Australian Bush Poetry from 

the late 1800s by  poet,   

Robert   Alexander Fairly who 

lived for a fime on the       

Milton gold field at Norton, 

via Gladstone Qld, then at 

Burua near Gladstone, where 

he is buried.

 'Fairly's verse is varied and 

often humorous but his      

obvious forte was in the 

mode of the bush   ballad in 

which he conveys 

an opfimisfic  spirit.'  (Review 

from Robyn Sheahan-Bright, 

Kookaburra Shells 2006.)
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Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc.

Postal Address: PO BOX 1778, GLADSTONE, QLD, 4680

RESEARCH REQUEST FORM

Please fill in as much informafion as possible. All SURNAMES in capitals!

If dates are known, please use the following date format, DD / MMM / YYYY.

What do you want us to do? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Name of  ancestor……………………………………………………………………………………………...……………………………………………………………………………...

Date of Birth ………..……………….…...Place………………………………………...………………….……………………………………………………………………………….

Date of Marriage ……………..………….Place………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date of Death ………..…………….…….Place…………………………………………….………………..……………………………………………………………………………... 

Name of Father…………………………...………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Name of Mother………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

Name of Spouse…………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………......

Details of Children…………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………....

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………...................................................................................................................................................................

Please undertake the above research on my behalf. I understand that any research undertaken by the Genealogical Society Gladstone 

District Inc. will become available to any other researcher at our library. I enclose payment of $25.00 for initial fee and understand that 

further research will cost $25.00 per hour and 30c per photocopy. I acknowledge that I will be advised if additional payment is required.

Payment can only be made by one of the following methods:

By Cash or card:  At our Research  Room, Calliope Library Meefing Room, 3 Don Cameron Drive, Calliope QLD 4680, Australia 
during our opening hours

by Cheque or Money Order: please post payment, with this form, to  GSGD. Inc., PO Box 1778, Gladstone QLD 4680 

By Direct Deposit: Please use your name as Reference 

and email this form to gladgen@hotmail.com  

Office use only: 

Date Received……………………………………….Date reply sent……………..…………………………  

Notes………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….



Issue 148,  Timeline Vol. 28  No. 2                         Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc.                                                            August, 2025             

Page 16

If undeliverable, please return to:

Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc.

PO Box 1778, Gladstone, QLD, 4680, Australia


